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GEPTEMBER iſt, 1787. I ſet out from 

Madras in company with Colonel Bruce 
and his family, who were going to Trichino- 
poly - but, owing to ſevere rainy weather, 
we did not reach that place till the 17th. 
Having ſpent a few days with General Horne, 
who then commanded in the ſouthern pro- 
vinces, and my other friends at Trichinopoly, 
J purſued my journey, and on | 


September 24th, arrived at Madura, where 
I joined Major Macleod, who commanded 


in this place, and who was to accompany me 
on my route to England. As the Major was 
not. quite ready for the journey, our depar- 
ture was deferred till f 
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| October iſt, when we ſer off, and arrived 
at Palamcotta October sth. Here the hoſ- 
pitality of Colonel Bridges, the commanding 
officer, induced us to ſpend a few days. This 
pleaſure we the more readily allowed ourſelves, 
as we were not without hopes of obtaining a 
paſſage on board a Dutch veſſel, then at 
Tutocorin, which we had heard was to ſail in 
a few days for Columbo, and from thence 
with troops to Cochin, where there was the 
greateſt probability of meeting with a veſſel 
bound to Bombay. But as we were ſoon 
after informed that ſhe would not fail for a 
fortnight, we determined to proſecute our 
journey by land to Anjango. Accordingly, on 


October roth, we left Palamcotta, and 
arrived that night at Calcade, where we ſpent 
the next day very N with Captain 
Macneal. 


* 


October 12th, We ſet out from Calcade 
at. ſix o'clock in the morning, and came to 
the village of Panagoody, where we reſted 


half an hour; we then proceeded to Aramne, 
7 SS 7 x the 


abe 3 
the barrier between the territories of the 
Nabob of Arcot, and thoſe of the King of 
Travancore. After dinner, we ſet out again, 
and arrived at Cotate, where we were obliged 
to put up in the church; for in this part 
of the country there are no Choultries* for 
travellers, who, however, find an equal con- 
venience in the churches, which, at the diſ- 
tance of a mile or two from each other, line 
a conſiderable extent of the coaſt. 


October 13th. We left Cotate at five o'clock 
in the morning, and at twelve arrived at Co- 


lache, a pretty large village by the ſea-ſide. 


Here we put up in a good houſe, which we 
found uninhabited. Our road this day was 
very bad, and conſiſted of lanes and narrow 
paths, impaſſable to wheel carriages, as is, 1 
believe, the greateſt part of this country. The 
ground was ſo broken, that we were fre- 
| quently obliged to alight from our palanquins. 


* There are no inns 10 Hindoſtan. Travellers are ob- 
liged to put up in publie buildings called Choultries, which 
reſemble in their uſe the Turkiſh caravanſary. 
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The face of the country is laid out in ſmall 


encloſures; and, though not rich in appearance, 
produces pepper, and. abounds with Palmyra 
trees. 


October 14th, At five o'clock in the morn- 
ing we ſet out from Colache, and proceeded 
along the ſca-ſide to a village, called Tean- 


gapatam, where we croſſed the river Curgriar 


in a canoe. Three mules further on, we croſſed 
the Neyar, alſo in a canoe, which was ſo 
ſmall, that there was reaſon to apprehend its 
ſinking before it reached the oppoſite bank. 
We. halted this day at a village. on the ſea- 

ſide, called Pooar, and took poſſeſſion of the 


church, to ſhelter us from the heat of the ſun, 


which was exceſſive. We found the ſhore lined 
with huts of fiſhermen, who live in great 


- miſery, and ſolicit the charity of the trayeller 


with loud and preſſing importunity. They 


have hardly any other food than ö fiſh, and 2 


even with this they ſeemed, at that time, to be 


ill ſupplied, as the ſurf was too high for 


them to venture out to ſea. Their bodies 


were in the higheſt degree emaciated, and co- 


vered 


Non 5 


vered by filthy fores, which, it is probable, 
are occafioned by the poverty and unwhole- 
ſomeneſs of their diet. Theſe diſtreſſed people 
are generally of the Romiſh church, and de- 
ſcendants of thoſe, whom the Portugueſe, either 
by force, or perſuaſion, made proſelytes to the 
Chriſtian religion. They are held in the moſt 
ſovereign contempt by the inland inhabitants, 
who not only avoid all intercourſe with them, 
but are even folicitous not to approach them. 
The King engroſſes the trade of the whole 
country ; no improbable cauſe of rhe diſtreſs 
and miſery we obſerved eng the wretched 
inhabitants. 


October 15th. We proceeded in the morn- 
ing acroſs the river Pally- Tally, about four 
miles to the northward of a village called Vil- 
linjan, which is firuated at the bottom of a 
ſmall bay. The neighbouring cbuñtry is ra- 
ther hilly, and covered with jungle“; that 
part of it which is“ next the ſea abounds in 


1 Jungle is a term uſed in the Eaſt Indies, wHich implies 
thicket, 
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cocoa-trees. We halted this day in a church 
| called Pollythoor, where we found five or ſix 
black Padres, or Prieſts, clothed in the Euro- 
pean faſhion, One of them, who ſaid he had 
been educated in Europe, took upon himſelf 
the office of a biſhop among them, and exacted 
a conſiderable degree of reſpect and attention; 
which, from theſe high, pretenſions, the reſt _ 
ſeemed very willing to allow him. Though 
theſe People are of as dark a complexion as 
any other of the natives, they have the vanity 
to claim their deſcent from Europeafis, and 
pretend that the blood of the Portugueſe ſtill 
flows in their veins. The Biſhop did not 
ſeem to have derived much improvement from 
his pretended European education ; for, equally 
with his clergy, he was groſsly ignorant and 
illiterate, 


October 16th. We left Pollythoor at five 
o'clock in the morning, and proceeding about 
three miles, croſſed a river, which leads ta 
Trevinderam, the reſidence of the King of 
Travancore, diſtant from us about five miles. 


Aſter travelling about ten miles, we croſſed 
another, 


jo UK . 7 
another, about a mile from Anjango, or Angi- 


tanghee, where we arrived about ten o' clock. 
We alighted at. the houſe of the reſident, Mr. 


Hutchinſon, who received us with great civi- 


lity. Here the India Company have a ſmall 
550 and a „ | 


October win We reſted at Anjango, 
and were informed, that if we had kept a 
more inland courſe, cloſe to the hills, we 
ſhould have found a better road, and avoided 


the ſarfds on the ſea-ſhore. We had, how- 
ever, taken that way which had been pointed 


out to us by one of the King's men. 


October 18 ch. As we found there was no 
immediate proſpect of a conveyance by ſea 
from hence to Bombay, being rather too early 
in the ſeaſon for the return of ſhips to this 


coaſt after the monſoon, we ſet out at ſix 


o'clock in the morning for Cochin, in hopes 
of being more ſucceſsful at that place. About 


halt way between Anjango and Quilon we paſ- 


ſed through a tolerably well built village, 
called Peroo, and about a mile from thence, 
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our palanquins being faſtened on canoes, we 
croſſed a lake, which, at the diſtance of three 


miles, communicates with the ſea. After pro- 


ceeding for ſame time, through a very pleaſant 


A 0 fertile country, we arrived at twelve o'clock 


uilon, a Dutch ſettlement. The Gover: 
nor, a ref; pectable old gentleman, who talks 
Engliſh, received us with the greateſt civi- 
lity,, and gave us the uſe of his country-houſe. 
heyn ſtone and Chunam, and erected about 
two hundred years ago by the Portugueſe. 
This place is not ſo well known as it ſcems to 
deſerve; for independent of the commercial 
and political advantages of its ſituation, which 
are conſiderable, it poſſeſſes natural beauties 
ſuperior to moſt other ſettlements in this part 
of the world. The ſituation is healthy, the 
environs rich and beautiful; in a word, were I 
to. chooſe, a private reſidence for myſelf, I 
know no ſpot where retirement would have 
ſo many charms as at Quilon, 


October 19th. We left Quilon in boats, 
at about nine o'clock in the morning, and 
| at 


JOURNAL. 9 
at the dawn of the following day arrived at 


Poreade, a large village on the ſea-ſide. 

October 20th. About three o clock in the 
aſternoon we re- embarked in boats on the ri- 
ver, and at eight next morning arrived at 1 


chin. This trip by water would have been 


very pleaſant if the weather had been favora- 


ble; but the wind was boiſterous, and the mats 
that covered our boats were too thin to turn 
the heavy rain that fell during the night. 
Theſe boats, with more propriety, might be 
termed canoes, for if a puff of wind came 
5 ſuddenly on, or we moved careleſsly in them, 
they were in imminent danger of being over- 
ſet. Whenever the ſquall was violent we were 
_ obliged to put in towards the ſhore, in order 
to be under the ſhelter of the trees. Cochin 
is a handſome town, built in the European 
manner, and ſtrongly fortified both by art 
and nature. It is almoſt ſurrounded by wa- 
ter, and acceſſible only on one fide. 


October 21ſt. We ſupped with Mr. An- 
glebeck, the Governor, who, during our ſtay 
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at Cochin, treated us with ſingular politeneſs 
and hoſpitality. An uncommon degree of 
attention is paid to Dutch Governors in 
the places they command; few ſovereigns 
claim more marks of perſonal reſpect from 
their. ſubjects, than thoſe exacted by. theſe 
lordly. chiefs from. their inferiors. We were 
unfortunate in not reaching Cochin earlier: 
four days before our arrival an American brig 
had ſer ſail from rhis place for Bombay. This 
opportunity having been loſt, and no proſpect 
appearing that we,ſhould be able to procure 
a paſſage from hence by ſea, we were pre- 
voailed on to proceed higher up the coaſt to 
Tellicherry, where there was a greater pro- 
bability of finding a veſſel bound to Bombay, 
We eee Wr till the . of 


wy , 


'Oober WY W we * fail * 1 
mrs for Tellicherry, where we arrived 


4 


* The Patamars are open boats carrying four or five tons; 
on account of their being excellent ſailers, they are fre- 


quently employed in conveying letters and diſpatches. | 


© October 
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October 29th. During our voyage thither 
the days were fair, but the nights very rainy: 
ſo that, as we were badly ſheltered in the 
Patamar, we were almot conſtantly wet and 
uncomfortable. We were kindly and hoſpi- 
tably entertained by Mr. Lewis, the chief, 
till , | 10 44003; 03:4; AV0 6554 


November th, when we embarked, after din- 
ner, on board a country veſſel bound to Bombay. 
November 1yth. We put into Goa, and 
on the 18th went on ſhore to viſit the 
churches and convents. Goa cannot with 
propriety be called a town: the houſes ſtand 
ſeparate, and ſometimes at a conſiderable dif- 
tance from each other, along the banks of a 
fine river. As they are confined on one ſide 
by the water, and on the other by ſteep hills, 
the inhabitants could not, as is uſual, lay them 
out in ſtreets; a few ſmall ones, however, are 
ſeen in the neighbourhood of the Viceroy's 
palace, which is a handſome and well con- 
ſtructed building. The military works are 
alſo ſcattered in different quarters; the ſtrong- 

eſt 


eſt of them are thoſe that command the 
mouth of the river, which admits large ſhips 


to lie within a few yards of the houſes. The 


churches and convents are the chief orna- 
ment of this place; they are magnificent 
ſtructures, and very richly. decorated; but 
their windows, like thoſe of the houſes, are 


generally compoſed of thin, ſemi-tranſparent 
oyſter ſhells. Goa, the principal eſtabliſh- 


ment of the Portugueſe in India, was taken 
by them in 1508. It was formerly a place of 
conſiderable. trade, but fince the expulſion 


of the Jews, who were rich in ready money, 


has been gradually declining. , At preſent, it 
is rather a loſing ſettlement, from the ne- 
ceſſity of keeping up a ſtrong military force, 
to oppoſe the encroachments and thwart the 


' ambitious views of its powerful neighbour, 


Tippoo Sultan. Were this ſettlement in the 
hands of the Engliſh, it would be found 


of more value than either Tellicherry or 


Bombay for it would be a conſtant check 
on the Mahrattas, and, in caſe Tippoo ſhould 
be inſtigated to invade the Carnatic, an army 
might be always in readineſs at Goa to march 

into 


into his country, and recal his attention from 


projects of foreign conqueſt, to the ſecurity 
of his own dominions. 


N e 1 th. We re-embarked at Goa, 
and 2 at —_— | 


Norenber 26th. As we were making the 
harbour, we paſſed a fleet of Mahratta pirates 


unnoticed: the veſſel we were on board of 


had been taken by them the year before; but, 


through the interference of the Governor af 


Bombay, ſhe was reſtored to her owners. Theſe 
pirates attack veſſels of all nations whatſaever, 
except thoſe of the Engliſh, which our marine 
at Bombay obliges them to reſpect. Between 
Goa and Bombay they ſometimes iſſue out 
with a numerous fleet of boats, with which they 
daringly attack veſſels of conſiderable force. 
We were unfortunate in not arriving ſooner at 
Bombay ; for, a few days before, one of the 
Company's cruiſers had failed for Buſſora. 
There was now no opportunity of departing 
before the 13th of January, 1788. 


December 
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December 21ſt. We viſited the famous 
cave, on the iſland of Elephanta, This extra- 
ordinary piece of antiquity has been already 
deſcribed by the ingenious and correct Mr. 
Ives; I ſhall therefore attempt no deſcription 
of it here, but refer my reader to the accurate 
plan given of it in that gentleman's journal. 


January 13th, 1788. In the evening we ſet 
fail for Buſſora, in the Drake ſnow, com- 
manded by Captain Borlaſe. We were now 
joined by Lieutenant Morris, of Bombay, who 
was to accompany us on our journey over land 


to — 


18th. The wind was high, and the 
veſſel pitched to ſuch a degree, that I was 
forced from a rope, by which I held, and 
thrown with great violence againſt the rails. 


| January 2oth, being in bo degrees eaſt lon- 


* gitude, we ſaw the Perſian ſhore. 


— 


January 24th. In the morning we ſaw the 
coaſt of Arabia Felix, about ten leagues to the 


ſouthward of Muſcat. | 
January 


= BP ae Eo en 195 1 1 
January 27th. We anchored about two | f 
o'clock P. M. at Muſcat, and in the evening ith 
went aſhore. Muſcat is ſituated at the foot | j 1 
of lofty, naked rocks, by which it is ſur- 1 
rounded, and extends to the bottom of a bay: bl. b 
the houſes are meanly built, from want of the [! I! 
neceſſary materials; for neither earth nor wood | io 
are found here, but are brought in boats from 't 4 | 
a conſiderable diſtance. It is defended by three 1 
ill-conſtructed and ruinous caſtles, one of iN 
which was nearly demoliſhed ſome years ago * | 
by a French frigate, whoſe people were en- 1 
gaged in a diſpute with the inhabitants. Since pl 
that time, the French have not thought it 5 ; 
fafe to put-in here; but I underſtand that | n ſl 
their government have endeavoured to nego- | 


ciate a reconciliation by preſents. 


The ſummer months here are exceedingly 
ſultry and unhealthy ; the rocks being ſo heated 
by the ſun in the day time, that they do not 
cool during the night. 


$6 


The Portugueſe were once in poſſeſſion of 
Muſcat ; but were driven out by the Arabs, 
| who 


* 70 5: RN 4 L 

' who put the whole garrifon * ſword, ex- 
cept = very few ſoldiers, who redeemed their 
lives by embracing the Mahometan faith. 
The bay is ſmall, but affords good anchorage, 
and veſſels lying in it are ſheltered. from the 
fury of the north-weſt winds, which prevail 
in theſe ſeas: it is, I believe, the only port we 
are acquainted with on this coaſt, as far as the 


: mouth. of the Euphrates. The appearance 


of Muſcat does not prepoſſeſs the traveller in 
favour of Arabia Felix; inſtead of thoſe ſcenes 


of pleaſantneſs and fertility, which the diſtin- 


guiſhed epithet of aper, has taught him to 
expect, he diſcovers nothing but inhoſpitable 
and: rugged rocks, without a tree, a ſhrub, or 
any kind of verdure. £ 


3 3oth. In ak morning we left Muſ- 


eber rt. We ſaw the * coaſt in 
Perſia: 


February 3d. Going at the rate of ſeven 
knots an hour, with a fair — gale, we 
Conf? . paſſed 


PPP 
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pulled, early in the morning, Cape Jaſques, on 
the Perſian, and at five o'clock in the after- 


noon, Cape Muſſeldom, on the Arabian coaſt. 


At fix o clock P.M. we weathered the Coins, 


three rocks at the entrance of the gulph of 


Perſia. 


February 4th. About four o'clock A.M. 
we found ourſelves entangled among the rocks, 


called the Tombs, a name, which, from the 


imminent danger that ſurrounded us, we con- 
ſidered as truly ominous. The wind came 


upon us in ſudden and violent ſqualls, while 


vivid flaſhes of lightning, by giving an occa- 
fional and imperfect view of the perils that 
hemmed us in on every fide, . rendered the 
darkneſs that ſucceeded them doubly diſtreſ- 


ſing. In this dreadful ſituation we remained 


till the return of day enabled us to extri- 
cate our veſſel. Meer Joad, late Captain Ba- 
cha at Buſſora, and whom I ſhall have fre- 
quent occaſion to mention, was a paſſenger 
with us from Bombay. This Turk, notwith- 
ſtanding the Mahometan doctrine of predeſti- 
nation, continued praying in the cabin with 

* = . the 


* * 4 
_ 
5 

er 


_ —_ 2 — RY „. 
— 1 = * 5 N * 9 . 3 
7 r . : . — * Vw 4 . : N 
CK: 8 r ent rn 
— N A 4 , - 3 — 11 — <4 » 
= . 7 2 . 
= — N * 5 5 | . 
. 2 WO ET e EE 2 ; "YL f n 
— ut = Bos" g rr =_ 
© 


— 


ra. 
FS. 
Pa 
P 
* 


= . 
nnr 
—— 

” 


— 
l 
* a — TI IF 2 fas S 
wr ( Tao ob" 
* D S * 
Wot in Ter AR. — — —— —— 
fe 1 2 r 


- 
. 27 ee I ESR ge 66G 


it 
ö 
| 
. 
i 
74 
. 
' 
| 
ö 


— 


— 


— . — — 
„ ———— meer nc 


. ——— 
— — — . ‚—— — 


— * —— — 
Py 9. — nets 


— 2 


. —— 


= 1122 Pa I „ wu uo ans 


18 J nn. 


the utmoſt fer vour and devotion, till he 
thought we were out of danger; confeſling, 
that he had never before felt ſo much fear, 
though he was a ſoldier of fortune, and, in 
the courſe of long military fervice, had been 


expoſed to the greateſt perils. About two 
o'clock, P.M. we paſſed the rock of Polior, 


on our right; and ſoon after another rock, on 


our left. At eight o'clock, P.M. we took in 
fail: we had a gentle gale, with thunder, 
lightning, and heavy rain all night; it was 
very dark, and we expected ſoon to paſs by 
another rock. We were this day, by obſerva- 
tion, in latitude 26—20, North. 


February sth. We were to day, by ob- 
ſervation, in latitude 26—39; the weather 
cloudy: it blew hard at night. Finding our- 


ſelves in twenty-five fathom water, near the 


pearl banks, we bore away for the Perſian 
ſhore. 


February sth. We were 1 * 


4 Naband and Burdiſtan, 


February 
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February gth. We doubled Cape Burdi- 
ſtan, about ſeven o'clock, A.M. going at the 
rate of about ſeven knots an hour, -with a fair 
breeze. About nine o'clock, A.M. the ap- 
pearance of the ſky, in the north-weſt quarter, 
made us apprehend the approach of a violent 
ſtorm, which, before ten, came on us with 
tremendous fury. Our main topſail was ſoon 
ſplit ; and though the main and other yards 
were immediately taken down, our moſt ſtre- 


nuous endeavours were hardly equal to the 


-management of the veſſel. Fortunately the 


ſquall did not laſt above an hour; other- . 


wiſe we ſhould have incurred the moſt immi- 
nent danger of driving on the Perſian ſhore, 


.then within two leagues of us. As the wind 
was foul, we came to an anchor about five 
o'clock, P.M. and it blew very freſh the 
whole night. Meer Joad, who was quite 
diſpirited by our ill luck in weather, conti- 
nued his practice of praying, on every appear- 
ance of danger. 


2 F ebruary 


PPP n * 
by . * = — 2 NS * — 


8 2 r 


2 
2 22 Sr 
— gy AIG 
e 5 


. * * 9 _— —— * ” 2 beet - . % S — OY — TS — - 1 . 3 — 
0 L T IT : —— — - OT 
n Luo — 8 nu a ** 2 b * by 4 : bh 32 FS 25 — NB SE: : 5 * * — er 2 - 2 
; 2 R IT - 1 — — — 1. 1 — A PAS «IE Oy Ys, on ans _— r Fa 3 . 22 — by r __ — a > 
a * oe D 8 . 2 A A = - - — — 5 5 _ — RED — 4 e _ hy 2 a . , "FT 
ings rap dh, he ng ed A 2 Docks . W 4 th tee? ITY Er: _ 2 n — 5 FN IT — * — - , — — * . — — — dy 2 I 4 = 
WE * 2 IIS 26S > £8 A I at, Ho r — Us 7 y 88888 RIEL a ws ue IS EEE e . : . 5 
e ts... a 1 2 p * _ "= 7 7 we WOE: * — n <Q ly 3s 2 7 * 4 = 2 ES : , 8 1 8 n Ps * 5 - 78 
—_ Ep - * - a — F . x Q « $ 44 . df 2883 2 1 Ke f 1  WA”  y _— Co MP Hy On I” 
N 7 9 N bh * - K — ond * © - - - » F . - Fs 8 — > 
— JE. 27 1 * by ps a V : 7 2; D ba, - av Wye: : o S = 12 8 3 * „ SR 
—— 2 8 a dai * , * 5 ” p * 5 R wha n — , E:.. > * ED < 0 n rn — - w 
— ne TI b N 2 = n 27 2 - — n — * 2 D * 8 3 . U Were * - y . $704 : — — - 
l = "4 OI. l 4 LE 4 - . 4 > 3 - = 5 Y 8 hi 1 8 bg 1 5 * ms 
- 1 | - — : „ > - 7 k — — 
* 2 we no . 45. | 4 — \ 5 | — r r= 
4 — 72 3 — 


T5 ”- * oY Yau 

err * 

. > 3; 
"= * 


x4 
14 
11. 
1 
IM 
644 
1:38 
j 
N 
{LY 
. j4 
#1750 
1 
o *Þ 
i 
iid 
ii 
1 
j 1 
1 
0 1 
4 1 
JB) 
4.03 
ER 
_ 
1:38 
: { 
1 
i 
: 3 
„ 
. N, 
138 
„ 
_ 
„ 
* 
$2 
8 #3 
„ 
4 
i} 
J | 
M 
$3154 
Abi 
*43 
Thank 
$$ 
4 
41.58 
—# 
LS 
1283 
48 
. [ay 
* 
11 
"15446 
Mt: 
4) Ih 
„ 
4 
TA 
; 1-4 
T4 
#230 
"YL. £52 
N is 
* It 
+ + 
41 
[2778 
8 
* } 
25 
E. 
{++ 
+717 
by «2 
= 1 N 
3 * 
. 
we 
171 
. 
. 
34 
F 328 
. 
1 
7 
A 
mw 
LEBEN): - 
Ui} 
5 % 
* . 
17 
. 
rf : 
38 
£20 
1419 
itt 
: N 
i 
1 
Texts 
314544 


2 * as - 
_— — 2 * 

= — 

. erg, . 

222 — — — —— 

2 Var His N. 2 
— ny — — * 
* 5 — M6 3 2 

3 n * 
2 OT . 2 — ot 2 
poet x 


> 


— * 23 1 . 3 —_ 
"ESTs © 6 TSS rg 
ET Inn — 

A 1 * si 1 A o 

Fe 2 
3 5 — . > 
DS — N 

— — — 


r. 


r 
d -— a hp” | * 

91 r — —— 
P oy 1 EIS 2 ö ** n 2 
= 1 e n 

* . — = % PP! b 2 

1 0 —— cy 
— . —— — oo nc 
1 


0 


20 10 U KCN AL 
February 12th. In the evening we came to 
an anchor in the roads of Bouſhier, and went 
aſnore, to the houſe of Mr. Watkins, the In- 
dia Company's Reſident, by whom we were 
kindly entertained till the 14th. 


Bouſhier is a ſmall town, in Perſia, near the 
mouth of a river, and meanly built for the want 
of wood, which is very ſcarce in theſe countries. 
It is the reſidence of a Shaik Naſſer, an Arab 
Chief, tributary to the Perſians. The bazar, 
or market-placc, is well fupplied with provi- 
ſions and fruits, as well as coarſe ſhawls, and 
other cloths. The ſurrounding country, 
which is naked, and without verdure, exhibits 
a dreary and un pleaſant proſpect. The only 
curioſities I faw here, were two large braſs 
guns, which had been caſt at Goa, and were 
now lying diſmounted without the town: the 
caliber of one of them will receive a ball of 
forty-two pounds. Many other braſs guns, of 
2 large bore, lay neglected on the ſand, by 
the river ſide; for the Perſians hardly know 
how to uſe them. An old ſhip of the line, 

| which 


j. 0 21 


which belonged to the famous Nadir Shaw, 


Sophi of Perfia, has been rotting, for theſe fifty 


years paſt, in the middle of the river.* 
oe. 151 February 


* There are, at preſent, three competitors for the crown 
of the great and once powerful empire of Perſia; one of 
whom reſides at Iſpahan, and another at Shiras. The lat- 
terof theſe princes, whoſe name is Jaffier Cawn, and who 
is the moſt powerful of the two, having heard, that in the 


general confuſion of public affairs, a chief of great import- | 


ance had ſet up an independent government at Veſd, ſent 
to him to demand a tribute, and his perſonal attendance at 
Shiras, to do homage for the country he held. The chief 
of Veſd, ſuſpeRing that Jaffier Cawn was meditating ſome 
of thoſe acts of cruel treachery, which are ſo. common 
among the princes of the Eaſt, expreſſed his willingneſs to 
become tributary, but at the ſame time declined, under 
various pretences, the perſonal attendance required of him 
at Shiras. Jaffier Cawn, finding that he could not make 
himſelf maſter of the chief of Yeſd's perſon by ſtratagem, 
determined to attack him with a powerful force: for this 
purpoſe he marched towards Yeſd, at the head of twenty 
thouſand choſen troops; while the chief, who knew that the 
mildeſt fate that would await him, if he fell into the hands 
of his antagoniſt, was the loſs of his eyes, his liberty, and 
his government, made every exertion that his critical ſitua- 
tion demanded ; and, determined on conqueſt or death, 
took the field with all the powers he could aſſemble. The 
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February 15th: Shaik Naſſer refuſed to 
allow us a pilot, unleſs we would employ him 


up the Euphrates. To this impoſition, which 


the Shaik attempted, becauſe he ſhares in the 


hire of the pilots, Captain Borlaſe determined 


not to ſubmit ; but to take the charge of con- 
ducting the ſhip out of the harbour himſelf. 


Accordingly we weighed our anchor, and had 
proceeded about two miles, when a ſquall 
obliged us to drop it again. After an hour, 
the weather becoming calmer, we weighed 
again; and, through the ee and 


two armies met, and came to action: the fortune of the 
day was quickly decided; for, in the firſt onſet, the troops 


of Shiras, unable to withſtand the powerful and ſpirited 


charge of the enemy, were broken and put to flight with 
great laughter, and left the victorious chief completely 
maſter of the field of _ 


he? Cabs. collecting the ſcattered remains of one of 


the fineſt armies ever ſeen in Perſia, haftily retreated to his 


own dominions, leaving his ſucceſsful enemy not only in 
poſſeſſſon of independence, but in a ſituation, which en- 
abled him to put in a claim to the crown of the empire. 


good 


— 
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good management of Captain Borlaſe, ſuc- 
ceſsfully cleared the harbour. Our ſatisfac- 
tion on this occaſion was the greater, as the 
Shaik was puniſhed for his intended extortion, 
by the loſs of the cuſtomary. profits on the pi- 
lotage of the harbour. Having a fair wind; 
we came, about one o'clock, .P.M. in fight of 
the iſland of Karak. About five o'clock we 
anchored near it, and fired a gun, as a ſignal 
for a pilot: it is from this place that pilots 
are uſually taken, to conduct veſſels up the 
Euphrates. About half paſt fix o'clock, one 


of them came on board; but his appearance 


did not promiſe any extraordinary qualifica- 
tions as a pilot, for he was very old, and had 


bad eyes. At ſeven o'clock we weighed our 


anchor, and next morning, 


February 16th, arrived off the mouth of the 
Euphrates. We came to an anchor in four 
fathom water: there was a conſiderable ſwell, 
and the veſſel pitched, and rolled with great 
violence: the ſwell continued, with bad wea- 


ther, all night. Our ſhip was toſſed on the 
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waves. in a manner we had never before expe- 
rienced; we therefore thought it neceſſary to 
lower the yards, and take every other precau- 
tion to prevent parting from our anchor, or 
ſtriking the ground, which the violence of the 
wind, and the ſhallownefs of the water, (for 
we. had only two, fathom: and a half at. the 
ebb. of the tide) on . reaſen to ap- 
Neben. tus 1 


. 4 
5 1 


Foy 17th. The wind abating, we 


moved forwards for about two leagues, and 


then caſt anchor. The entrance of this river 
is both dangerous and difficult, for the land 
on both ſides is very low, and being without 
any object, which might ſerve as a land- mark, 
is not diſcovered but at a very ſhort diſtance; 
while the want of buoys, to direct veſſels into 
the proper channel, frequently occaſions their 
attempting others not deep enough to be 
navigable. As ſoon as the error is diſcovered, 


they are obliged to put about, and try afreſh 


for the true courſe. 


February 
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February 18th. We weighed: our anchor; 
and moved forwards, under a gentle breeze e; 
the weather hazy, with ſome rain. About four 
o'clock, P. M. we ſtruck ground in leſs than two 


got the ſhip off. We tacked frequently, in 
two and three fathom water, until eight 
o'clock, when we dropped the anchor. At 
the ebb! of the tide, we again touched 
ground, but fortunately the weather was mo- 


derate. | TY 


— 


1 February 19th. About nine o'clock, A. M. 
we ſpoke with a.ſnow, commanded by a Cap- 


' tain Nimmo, and going from Buſſora to Ben- 
gal. At the ebb of the tide we dropped the 
anchor. Oppoſite. to us, on the Perſian fide 
of the river, we ſaw the ruins of a town, which 
was formerly fifteen miles in length: | they 
are ſaid to be the remains of old Buſſora, or 
Balſora, and are about a mile and an half from 


the water. 


This evening, the ſurgeon of the Drake , 
and myſelf weat to obſerve the nature of the 


; country 


fathom water; but in a quarter of an hour we 
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country on the Perſian ſide of the river; but 
we found the banks ſo muddy, that we were 
not able to walk with any ſatisfaction. I pro- 
poſed returning immediately to the ſhip, but 
the ſurgeon having a deſire to go a little fur- 
ther inland, to a place he pointed out, I con- 
ſented to ſtay where I then was, till his return: 
I waited a confiderable time; but obſerving 
that he had ſtrayed to the ruins of old Balſora, 


which were far beyond the limits he had pre- 


ſcribed to himſelf, and which I thought 
might induce him to prolong his excurſion, 1 
got into the boat. I had no ſooner puſhed off, 
than the people on board, diſcovering the 
furgeon purſued by five or fix Arabs, called 
on me to run to his aſſiſtance. I returned 
immediately, and, with a few ſailors, arrived 
juſt in time to reſcue him; for he was panting 
for breath; and almoſt exhauſted with run- 
ning. The Arabs no ſooner obſerved us haſ- 
tening to his relief, than they gave over the 
purſuit. It is difficult to ſay what treatment 
they intended him: his offence conſiſted in 
aſking an OLD woman for a draught of water. 
This 
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This little aneedote will ſerve to give the rea- 
der an idea of the exceſſive delicacy of the 
Aſiatics, with reſpect to their women. At the 
return of the tide we weighed our anchor; 
and about eleven o'clock, P. M. the ſhip was 
again aground, on the Arabian ſide of the 
river. 8 | Kirin os be 


\ \ 


February acth. We endeavoured to get the 
ſhip afloat, but without ſucceſs, for ſhe had 


been driven into the mud with conſiderable - 


force: In the evening, a party of us took a 
walk on the Arabian ſide of the river; but, 


warned by the adventure of the ſurgeon, we 
carried our arms in our hands. We diſcovered 


nothing but a boundleſs, naked plain; except 
that, on the immediate banks of the river, 
there are numerous palm trees, under whoſe 
ſhade the ſheep find here and there a blade of 


February 22d. At about one o'clock this 
morning, after reiterated efforts, the veſſel 


was warped off the ſhore; and about twelve 


o'clock 
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o'clock at noon we weighed our anchor, and 
in about two hours ſtruck the ground; but we 
3 in in ; a ſhort tine. . 


Pty 23d. We reached Buffora, and 
went aſhore. Mr. Manefty, the Refident, had 
diſpatched horſes to carry us to his houſe; ; 
where, during our ſtay at this place, we were 
entertained with the greateſt kindneſs and 
| hoſpitality. This gentleman fills the office of 
reſident with great ability, and is as much be- 
loved and reſpe&ed by the Arabs, as by the 
Europeans, have the pleaſure of know- 


| Buffora is a large town, on the weſtern banks 
of the Euphrates; meanly and irregularly 
built. The walls of the houſes are, generally, 
conſtructed of mud; and a few bricks baked 
in the ſun; and the roofs made by ſplit- ; 
ting a palm tree, and laying the pieces a- 
croſs, from wall to wall: theſe are covered 
with earth, which an heavy fall of rain would 
* waſh away. The — coun- 
ny 


— 
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try preſents a moſt uncomfortable proſpect: a 
plain, perfectly flat, extends to the utmoſt 
bounds of the horizon; without a tree, a 
ſhrub, or the ſmalleſt appearance of verdure 
to relieve the eye, tired with the ſad uniformi- 
ty of the dreary ſcene. This inhoſpitable and 
extenſive tract, is called the deſert ; which, 
however, on other ſides, exhibits a more va- 
ried appearance. The commerce of Buſſora 
is not near ſo great as it has been; but it is 
ſtill the principal mart of theſe countries, and 
carries on a conſiderable trade. The gover- 
nor is a Turk, and a few Turkiſh and Arme- 
nian families are eſtabliſned here ; but the 
bulk of the people are Arabs. Buſſora was 
taken, in the year 1787, by Shaik Ithooiny, 
a powerful Arab Chief, whoſe enterprize was 
ſo well concerted, that the garriſon was ſur- 


prized, and ſurrendered the town without any 
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reſiſtance. It is worthy of remark, that none 
of the inhabitants ſuffered any injury in their 
perſons or goods, neither did the Shaik exact 
any contributions from them; but in half an 
hour after his troops had taken poſſeſſion of 
the 
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30 10 f K. 
the place, every thing went on with the ſame 
regularity as if no extraordinary event had 
| happened. Theſe circumſtances, which would 
do honour to more poliſhed and enlightened 
nations, induce us to ſuppoſe, that the Arabs, 
notwithſtanding their general Character for 
rapine, are influenced by ſome falutary laws, 
or maxims; at leaſt, they ſtrongly mark that 
obedience to the Chief, which is the ſoul of 
military diſcipline. The Shaik is a middle- 
aged man, of great courage and enterprize ; ; 
which, joined to a vigorous underſtanding, 
and a juſt and moderate exerciſe of the ſove- 
: reign power, have rendered him dear to his 
tribe, and reſpected by all men. He kept 
poſſeſſion of Buſſora for three months, when 
Hearing that the Baſhaw of Bagdad, to whom 
he is tributary, was on the march with ſix 
thouſand men to attack him, he ſet out, with 
his whole force, to oppoſe his enemy on the 
banks of the Euphrates. The two armics met 
at ſome diſtance from Buſſora, and came to 
action. The fortune of the day was ſome time 
doubt ſul, but was at laſt decided in favour of 
the 
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the Turks: the Arabs were totally routed ; 
the unfortunate Shaik himſelf with difficulty 
eſcaping, attended by a few followers, who were 
all that remained to him. from the ſlaughter of 
the day. He is now ſoliciting his pardon 
from the Baſhaw, who has refuſed it, and ap- 


pointed another Shaik in his room. Tthooiny, 


however, at the head of a numerous tribe, de- 
voted to his ſervice from perſonal attachment, 
is likely to prove a troubleſome enemy, unleſs 
he is reſtored by the Baſhaw to his former 


dignity. 


We now deliberated on the route we ſhould 


take; whether we ſhould go directly acroſs the- 


great deſert to Aleppo; or, proceeding up 
the Euphrates as far as Hilla, paſs by Bag- 
dad, where we might hire Tatars, or Cou- 
riers, to conduct us through Moſul, Diarbe- 
kir, and Natolia, to Conſtantinople. The 
late conteſt between Shaik Ithooiny and the 
Baſhaw of Bagdad, made us doubt the ſecuri- 
ty of the paſſage up the Euphrates, till we 
were informed, from good authority, that the 
country was in a ſtate of the moſt perfect 

| _ tranquility. 
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— The route over the great deferr 
is well known, and is of the Moſt tireſome 
_ uniformity; while that by Bagdad promiſes a 
ſucceſſion of new and various objects, that 
cannot fail of amuſing and inſtructing the cu- 
rious traveller. Theſe conſiderations having 
determined our choice in favoyr of the Bag- 
dad road, we immediately made the neceſſary 
| preparations for our departure. A boat pro- 
perly fitted up, and manned by nine Arabs, 
was hired to convey us to Hilla. The Arabs, 
in parties of three men, who are regularly re- 
lieved by others, draw this boat up the river. 
Each man has a ſort of harneſs on his breaſt, 
by which he pulls a rope that is faſtened to 
the top of the maſt, while a man in the ſtern 
guides the boat, and keeps it at a oper diſ- 
tance from the bank. 
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March 2ſt. We dined with Mr. Maneſty, 
at his country houſe, which is cloſe to the ri- 
ver, about two miles above Buſſora, where our 
Arab trackers were ordered to attend us. 
About four o'clock we ſtepped into our boat, 
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and puſhed off with the wind and tide in our 
favour. Meer Joad, the Turk, who had been 


our fellow-paſſenger in the Drake, continued, 
to accompany us, on his way to Bagdad. He 


was a valuable addition to our little party, as 


he interpreted: for us through Major Macleod, 
who converſed with him in the Hindoſtani 


p” 


language. 


March 2d. About eight o'clock this morn- 


ing we arrived at Corny, which is ſeated at 


the confluence of the Tigris and Euphrates. 
This is ſuppoſed, by ſome learned men, to 
have been the ſite of the garden of Eden: it 


has, however, no pretenſions to this honour, 


from its preſent appearance, which is totally 
unlike what we ſhould fancy of a terreſtrial 
paradiſe. 


Corny is a wretched town, ſurrounded by a 
ruinous mud wall, which is waſhed on the 
Eaſt by the Tigris, and on the Weſt by the Eu- 
phrates. The Tigris is called by the Arabs, 
Suar Fark, and is ſaid by them to be the 
moſt conſiderable river of the two; but the Eu- 

5 D Phrates, 
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in 


phrates, called SHAT IMRAUDE, is at this place 
the broadeſt. The body of water formed by 
the confluence of the two rivers, at Corny, 
an which flows into the Perſian gulph, is 
known to the people of theſe countries by the 
name of Shat ul Arab“; i. e. the river of the 
Arabs. WE i 


wwe breakfaſted on the eaſtern banks of the 
Euphrates, near Corny; and in the evening 
| XP diſcovered; on the ſame fide of the river, ſe- 
veral Arab encampments. 


Having this day occaſion for ſome clean 

1innen, I had the mortification to find that my 
trunk was inacceſſible. We had brought with 

; us a large quantity of baggage, which had 
been thrown into the boat without order or 
arrangement, and was wedged in by a heavy 
cargo of dates, ſurreptitiouſly taken on board 
by our boatmen ; ſo that we were not only 

* The European geographers call this body of water Eu- 

- PHRATES ; conſidering it only as a continuation of the river 


of rhat nne. 2 
RI 


— 


Inn 


deprived of the articles of convenience and 
luxury we had ſo plentifully provided, but 


even unable to reach thoſe which were eſſen- 


tially neceſſary to our health and comfort, in 


the performance of ſo long a journey: this, 1 


fear, is not the laſt occaſion we ſhall find of 
- regretting that we have encumbered ourſelves 
with ſo many ſuperfluities. Much baggage is 
a millſtone about the neck of a traveller, in 
theſe countries ; it impedes his progreſs, in- 


creaſes his expence, and, by the temptation it 


preſents to the fraudulent and rapacious, 
greatly adds to the riſk of his journey. 


Obſerving that the Arabs gazed at us with | 


particular attention, as we paſſed them on the 
river, we concluded that the Turkiſh dreſſes 
ue had bought at Buſſora were not a ſufficient 
diſguiſe, without ſhaving off the hair from 


about our forcheads and temples. Major 
| Macleod, and myſelf, had ſuffered our whiſ—- 


kers to grow for ſome time paſt, and they 
were now of a ſufficient length ; but, in ſpite 
of this and every other precaution, we were 


frequently diſcovered to be foreigners. 
„ Meer 
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Meer Joad having informed us that there 
were thieves in this part of the river, we 
cleaned and loaded our arms: we were each of 
us provided with a ſword, a brace of piſtols, and 
a fuſil. Meer Joad had bought, at Bombay, 
a gun of ſeven barrels; and ſo armed, he ſeem- 
ed to think himſelf invincible. | 
March 3d. We paſſed, this day, ſeveral 
Arab encampments; and at night lay oppo- 

ſite to one commanded by Shaik Hamood, 

nephew to the Chief appointed by the Baſhaw 
of Bagdad to ſucceed Ithooiny. As ſoon as 
we were moored, Meer Joad, and his Caffre 
ſervant, went aſhore to viſit the Shaik, with 
whom they ſupped, in the Arabian faſhion; 
that is, all the perſons preſent helped them- 
ſelves, with their hands, out of the ſame diſh, 
not obſerving any diſtinction, or reſpect of 
perſons. Shaik Hamood was very deſirous 
that we alſo ſhould ſup with him; but Meer 
Joad, thinking that we might find it difficult 
to adapt ourſelves to Arabian manners, made 
our apology. This Chief gave us letters, 
which were to ſerve as paſſports up the river. 

__ March 
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March 4th. We continued tracking up the 
river; and as we had now loſt the aſſiſtance of 
the tide, and the wind was againſt us, our 
progreſs depended entirely on the exertions of 
our boatmen, which were neither frequent nor 
. | 


c We N paſled this morning the ground on 


which the Baſhaw of Bagdad defeated Shaik 
Ithooiny: it bore the marks of having been 


the ſcene of great ſlaughter; for it was abun- 
ebe ſtrewed with the bones of men and 
| _ anchored” at night near a village 
where a toll is paid: ſome Arabs having at- 
tempted to look into our boat, as we paſſed 
them, were ſpoken to by Meer Joad in terms 
of great haughtineſs and aſperity; which they 
retorted with ſo much heat, as to make me 
apprehenſive of the moſt ſerious conſequences. 


March sth. Early this morning I was diſ- 
turbed out of my ſleep by the clamours and 
a e of Meer Joad and a cuſtom- 
5 3 5 bouſe 
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houſe officer. Meer Joad, having anne 


all his terms of reproach, threw a large billet 
of wood at his antagoniſt, and was proceed- 
ing to attack him with fire arms; however, 
by our interference, further violence was pre- 


* 5 : 2 a 
vented, and the officer withdrew . with his 
boat. Our Turk ſoon after grew calm, but 


appeared much .mortified; as this - diſpute 
tended: to ſhew, that he was a man of leſs 


conſequence, than he had endeavoured to ap- 


pear to us during the journey. We now hear. 


tily wiſhed: he had not accompanied us, leſt 
the violence of his temper ſhould be produc- 
tive of ſome miſchief; he had, however, be- 


trayed no ſymptom of this outrageous _ 
ſition on board the . Hom 


About twelve o'clock we paſſed Arja, a vil- 


lage on the weſtem bank of the river, where a 


cuſtom-houſe officer required a fight of our 
paſſes, and a buckſheeſh, or preſent of one 
— 


* af . 
= : * : 1 8 11 — 
; Fog — 1 „ * 


| 5 pena il two o'clock a boat came along-fide 


of us, carrying five or fix men, whom Meer 


Joad 


— 


J wal. ow 


Joad declared to be thieves: their appearance, 
indeed, authoriſed ſome ſuſpicion. Very 
high words paſſed between theſe ſuppoſed de- 


predators and Meer Joad; but the Turk ſfeiz- 


ing his piſtols, as if to attack them, they 
ſheered off without moleſting us. Meer 
Joad's conduct was ſo intemperate, that 1 
dreaded the conſequences of his violence, 
more than any hoſtile attempt from the Arabs. 
He would frequently alarm us with accounts 
of robbers, which he would preſently after- 


wards contradict; and, from the general irre- 


gularity of his converſation. and behaviour, 

gave us reaſon to ſuppoſe that his intellects 
were deranged, by his anxiety ee the 
fate that awaited him at Bagdad. 


This night we ſtopped at about ſeven miles 
from Arja, at a little village on the eaſtern 
fide of the river, where we found four loaded 
boats, bound from Buſſora to Hilla. Here 
Meer Joad went aſhore; and returning ſoon 
after, aſſured us, that the greateſt danger of 
the journey lay between this place and Seme- 
va; and ſubmitted. to our conſideration, whe- 
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ther it would not be better to keep company 
with the boats, though they might delay us 
two or three days, than venture on alone. On 
weighing the danger with the delay, we deter- 
mined upon accompanying the boats one day, 
and puſhing on the next without them. Meer 
Joad having repreſented to us, that it would 
be more ſafe to anchor in the middle of the 
5 river at night, than to be moored cloſe to the 
ſhore, and that an anchor might be purchaſed 
for a piaſtre, we diſpatched ſome of our boat- 
men to procure one; but inftead of ſome in- 
ſtrument of iron, which we expected, they 
brought back 4 large ſtone: with this they 
Pretended the boat was to be anchored; how- 
ever, they ſill, faſtened it at hight cloſe to tlie 
ſhore, 
March 6th. We were ſurprized about three 
o'clock this morning by a great noiſe among 
our boat people, who imagined they ſaw rob 
bers approaching to attack us; but notwith- 
ſtanding the other boats appeared under equal 
apprehenſions, it proved a falſe alarm. We 
did not ſer out to day till ten o'clock, through 
, 1 the 


J NA . * 


the delays of the boatmen; who, though they 


urged ſome frivolous reaſon for our detention, 
were, in fact, negociating the. ſale, of their 


Notwithſtanding we advanced but ſlowly 
this day, in order to keep company with the 
boats, we were moored at, night half a mile a- 
head of them; where, in caſe of an attack, 
they could have. rendered us but little aſſiſt- 
ance. We now began to think that the dan- 


gers, with which Meer Joad and the Arab 


boatmen had alarmed us, were only decep- 
tions, calculated to anſwer ſome private pur- 
Poſes. Leſt our baggage ſhould tempt them 
to.form deſi igns of a black nature, we thought 
it it expedient to > promiſe Meer Joad the whole 
of i it, on our ſafe arriyal at Hilla, with the ex- 
ception oniy of ſome neceſſary . | 
March 7th. We tracked all day until ſun- 
ſet, when we anchored in the middle of the river. 
We had for ſome time thought it neceſſary 
to keep watch: to night it was my turn; when 
about twelve o'clock hearing the report of 
fire arms, I turned out all hands. Four boats 


n paſſed us, one of which cried out, 
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Friseure [an appellation given to all Eurd- 
peans by the Eaſtern nations]: theſe we found 


were conducting Colonel Hartley, who had 


been expected for ſome time at _— * 
Aleppo, on his return to Bo ys ot 
March sth. We had a fair breeze all ti, 
and hoiſted our fail.” About four 00 clock in 
the afternoon | we paſſed a village, called Ul 
Grehim, and faw four "branches of the Eu- 

phrates, which are faid to communicate with 


the Tigris“ N * S 3 "4; | $: THEX YT $2 3 TIO 
Meer Joad informed us, that ke had rc re- 
ceived intelligence from ſome boarmen, that 
had paſſed us, that the plague was at Semeva, 


Sin 


and all the way up the river as far as Hitta 


This was another fabricated ftory ; though 3 We 


did not know but that it was true, till we ar- 
Seine ji 40 


rived at Semeva the next evening. 


* 


"March gth... n Meer Joad and our Arabs pro- 
poſed that we ſhould land at Semera, and 
take horſes there to carry us to Hilla, i in or- 


54 
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#3 4311 43 7 14 $$ 2 
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5 8 does not appear to 05 well e * 


3 


beds of all theſe branches are very narrow ; three of them | 


were dry at this time; and the fourth appeared to be that 


branch of the. Euphrates which is ſeen between Semeva and 


. -i. 3 
q der, 
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der, as they pretended, to avoid the plague. 
We told them, chat as Semeva was but half 
way to Hilla, if they would return us half the 
money we had paid them, we ſhould have no 
objection to do as they propoſed; other wiſe 
we inſiſted on their procceding with us. If 
they had ſucceeded in perſuading us to leave 
the boat, their ſcheme was to ſell their cargo 
at Semeva, and return to Buffora without far- 
ther trouble. Half an hour after their appli- 
cation to us, they informed us, that ſome 
boatmen had aſſured them the plague was not 
at Semeva, and that therefore it was better for 
us to continue in the boat. We reached Se- 
meva at fix o'clock this evening, and were 
much importuned by the cuſtom-houfe offi- 
cers for a preſent : theſe were ſet on by our 
boatmen, who were in hopes, under cover of 
the preſent they expected we would have made 
to the officers, to paſs their cargo of dates 
cuſtom free; but we refuſed ſubmitting to 
this groſs impoſition, and only paid ſeven or 
eight piaſtres for ſome goods, which belonged 
to the Marcar, an Armenian merchant, who 
is 1 for the Englim at Bagdad. 
: 1 
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March roth. We ſet out from Semeva at 
ſeven o'clock in the morning; and at one in 
the afternoon paſſed, on our right, a branch of 
the Euphrates, which flows out of the river 

from hence, and returns to it at Ul Grehim. 
About a mile further we ſaw a river as broad 
as the Euphrates, | and which runs into it 
from the Weſt. The water of the Euphrates 
eaſily diſtinguiſhes itſelf from all otherrivers; for 
though it is muddy. while flowing, yet, after 
having ſtood a few minutes in any veſſel; its 
impurities fink to the bottom, and it becomes 
the fineſt, and moſt, palatable I ever drank: 
ſmall turtles are found in it; but the Arabs, 
through, ſome religious prejudice, | make no 
uſe of them. The country from Arja to Se- 
meva is covered with thicket, and is a perfect 
wilderneſs. Above Semeva the country is low 
and flat, of a rich ſoil, and pretty well culti- 
ated; however, not a tree, or a village, i is to 
be ſeen as far as the eye can reach; and only 
f at conſiderable diſtances, a few miſerable tents. 
Semeva itſelf is a town of a wretched appear- 
ance; ;, but perſons of very large PIOPerty are 
aid to be among Its inhabitants. TREE: 
TCO -. 
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- We this day ſaw ſheep, horſes, and other 
kinds of cattle grazing, which is no uſual 
ſight on the banks of the Euphrates. ' 

At night we anchored at Sebay, a large 
ſtraggling town, ſaid to contain near one hun- 
dred thouſand inhabitants, whoſe Chief is a 
Shaik Thamar: the huts of which it is com- 
poſed, are made of wattles and mats, very 
rudely put together. The banks of the river 
at this place are ſo low, that the neighbour- 
ing country muſt be frequently under water. 
March 11th. We left Sebay at about ſix 
o'clock in the morning, accompanied by a 


boat with five men, whom Meer Joad had 


hired as guides to conduct us from this diſ- 
trict into the next; but though he had taken 
them under the pretence that they were ne- 


ceſſary to our ſecurity, their appearance was 


ſuch as excited in us no ſmall anxiety. One 
of them was what the Turks call an Abyſſi- 
nian, that is, the ſon of an Arab or Turk by 
a Caffre woman. Very marvellous ſtories are 
told of the courage and ſtrength of this breed: 
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they are frequently employed on deſperate fer- 
vices, and are ready to maſſacre any one at 
the command of their maſter. A circumſtance, 
that ſerved to encreaſe our ſolicitude, was the 
misfortune of Mr. Hare, a gentleman from 
| Bengal, who was robbed and murdered ſome 
years ago, by the Arabs, near this place. We 
put ourſelves on our guard; and to deter them 
from attempting ſimilar violence, we ſhewed 
them our loaded piſtols and other arms, which 
we kept within our reach, that, in caſe of an 
attack, we might make them pay a dear price 
for our lives. As theſe people are ſaid never 
to break bread with thoſe againſt whom they 
have any evil deſign, I preſented ſome biſcuit to 

the Abyſſinian, which, I was happy to ſee, he 
| readily accepted. Our guides left us very 

amicably in the evening, near Lemloon ; but 

we were not without ſuſpicion, that they y 
would pay us a viſit in the night. At parting, 
I gave the Abyſſinian a new Turkiſh gown; 

and to another of the party, who was fond of 
liquor, two quart- bottles of cherry brandy, 
which he immediately ſwallowed with . 


ad 
_ We 


We anchored at W where the Major, 
Lieutenant Morris, and myſelf, thought. it 
prudent to ey watch all night. 


March 12th. This night we anchored near 
an iſland formed by the river : the country on 


both ſides of us had a wild and deſert appear- 


ance, and was dee with thicket. 


We found here two boats, which belonged 
to ſome Arabs, with whom Meer Joad entered 
into an amicable converſation. We were all 
invited to accompany them on ſhore, where we 
treated them with pipes and coffee: as they 
were armed with ſwords, we judged it prudent 
to wear ours, and to keep at a moderate diſ- 
tance from them. 


About nine o clock at night we were alarm- 


ed by a boat coming ſwiftly along - ſide of us; 


and, before we had time to ſeize our arms, 
one or two men had jumped on board: theſe 
Meer Joad ſoon diſcovered to be his acquaint- 
ance, who had left Buſſora five days after us. 


The whole party, conſiſting of ſeven Turks, 
were 
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were invited to partake of coffee and tobacco; 


and having ſtaid with us an hour, ſet off _ 


towards Hilla. 
March 13th. We departed this morning 
at day light, and at eleven o clock in the fore- 


noon reached Devanee, a ſmall village on the 


eaſtern ſide of the Euphrates. The part of 


the country we faw in this day's courſe, was 


on both ſides of the river a complete thicket. 
At Devanee our boatmen ſold their dates at 
about thirty per cent. profit; but before they 


could agree reſpecting the diviſion of their 


gains, they quarrelled, fought, and tumbled 
each other into the water. In the evening we 


anchored on the weſtern fide of the river, in 


order to avoid the offenſive ſmell of a great 
number of dead bodies, which lay unburied, 
and expoſed, on the eaſtern ſide, cloſe to 


the town. In about half an hour after we 

had come to our moorings, we received a vi- 
| fit from the Governor and his officers: their 
behaviour was diſtant and haughty, and ſhew- 


ed that we were much more indebted to their 
curioſity 
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curioſity than their politeneſs for the honour 
they did us: we all ſat down on the banks of 


the river, and Meer Joad preſented them with 


pipes and coffee, the chief marks of civility 
ſhewn to viſitors in theſe countries: the cof- 
fee is given in very ſmall cups, without ſugar, 
or any other addition. Many of the Gover- 
nor's train were afflicted with the venereal diC.- 
eaſe; and as the Turks have a high opinion 
of European phyſicians, they urged me to feel 
their pulſes, and give them medicines. In 


order to rid myſelf of their importunities, 


ſupplie> them with ſome trifling remedies; 
though an anecdote, I had formerly heard, 


made me extremely cautious in that article. 


Some years ago a Chriſtian Miſſionary, who 
practiſed phyſic at Moſul, adminiſtered medi- 
cines to the Governor, who was ill of a fever, 
and who, in ſpite of all the aſſiſtance that 
could be given him, in a ſhort time ſunk un- 


der the violence of the diſeaſe. The Padre 


preſentl y followed him, for he was cruelly 
put to death by the Turks, upon ſuſpicion 
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| har his remedies might either have occaſion- 


ed, or accelerated their Baſhaw's diſſolution. 


March 14th. We ſer off from Devanee, 
but did not advance more than twelve miles; 
owing to the banks of the river being covered 
| with thicket, and the boat frequently touch. 
ing ground. About two o'clock this day we 
deſcried ſeven or eight horſemen aſhore ; and 
foon afterward we obſerved a boat, which hid 
| itſelf in a ſmall bay. Meer Joad was alarm- 
ed, as uſual, and. directed us to ſtand to our 
arms till we had paſſed them; which we did 
foon after, without moleſtation. We began 
now to be tired of the frequency of theſe pre- 
tended dangers, which appeared to have no 
foundation but in Meer Joad's diſordered 
imagination: in fact, we had more to appre- 
hend from his raſhneſs and imprudence, than 
from any other evil whatſoever ; however, as 
we were unable to converſe with the Arabs, 
we were neceſſarily obliged to ſubmit ourſelves 
to his guidance. We anchored at night near 
thickets, which abounded in jackalls, of a 

7 | larger 
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ict ſize than thoſe of India. We could ſee 
no village, but heard at a diſtance the noiſe of 
people, whom we took to be ſhepherds. The 
days were now become incolerably wht, and 
the nights cold. 


March 15th. We paſſed Khuſcuſea, a vil. 
hn on the eaſtern ſide of the river; and our 
boat having been perceived at ſome diſtance, 
the Chief, with a company of eight men, croſ- 
ſed the river, near the place where we were 
tracking, and waited for us with their arms in 
their hands however, as we were armed, and 
preſented ourſelves to them with ſome confi- 
dence, they contented themſelves with ſaluting 
Meer Joad, and then retired, without making 
any demand. Had they not found us ſo well 
prepared for their reception, it was evidently 
their intention to have exacted a preſent for 
ſuffering our boat to paſs. We had a fair 
wind to day, and ſet the fail till twelve o clock 
at night. | 
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March 1th. The wind contigued fair, and 


at ten o'clock at night we reached Hilla, which 
is built on the ſite of ancient Babylon. 


March 1 th. We lodged the baggage in 


the caravanſary ; and, agreeably to our pro- 


miſe, gave the whole of it to Meer Joad, ex- 


cept a little neceſſary linnen ; for we were de- 
termined to rid ourſelves of what we had 
found an 'intolerable incumbrance. In the 
evening we paid a viſit to the Governor, who 


received us with civility, and treated us with 


pipes and coffee. Weexpected to have horſes 
for our departure this evening, but Meer Joad 
aſſured us they could not be procured. The 
fact was, that though we had given up the 


property, we had not rid ourſelves of the in- 


convenience of our baggage, with which we 


were again to be incumbered, on our route to 


Bagdad, where Meer Joad's family reſided ; 
and the impoſſibility of procuring horſes to 
ſet out this day, was merely a pretence for 
waiting, till a ſufficient number of beaſts of 
burthen could be procured, to carry the valu- 


able preſent we had made him, 
March 
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March 18th. After a delay of two hours, 
ſpent in loading ten aſſes with the baggage, 
ve ſet out about ſeven o'clock in the morning, 
and immediately croſſed the Euphrates, over 
a bridge of boats. Our horſes were miſerably 
poor and weak: we made ſhift, however, to 
reach the firſt caravanſary about eleven 
o'clock. Meer Joad had prudently provided 
a good horſe for himſelf, which he had kept 
out of fight till the reſt of the party were 


mounted. After reſting ourſelves for two 


hours, we ſet out again; and at four o'clock 
in the evening arrived at another caravanſary. 
Soon after our arrival two horſemen came in, 
who, on being ſpoken to in an authoritative 
tone by Meer Joad, immediately departed. 
Theſe, he informed us, were thieves, who 
came to ſee what travellers might be in the 
caravanſary. At ſeven o'clock we departed 
on freſh horſes, very little ſuperior to thoſe 
we had quitted: we were, notwithſtanding, 
required to pay five piaſtres for the hire of 
them to Bagdad; though the fair price from 
Hilla thither is only two piaſtres. We paſſed 
Scandera in the night, and at one o'clock in 
1 | the 
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the morning reached Beranoſs. We unloaded 
the aſſes in the deſert, at a ſhort diſtance from 
the village, and then lay down on the ground 
to ſleep till day- light. The earth in this part 
of the country is quite parched up; not a 
blade of graſs is to be ſeen, and water is ex- 
tremely ſcarce. In ſummer the heat of the 
day is exceſſive, and is ſucceeded by piercing 
cold at night; a contraſt which is found to be 
highly injurious both to animal and vegetable 
life. 


March 19th. We ſet out at ſeven o'clock 
in the morning, and at ten arrived at Azad; 
where we halted the whole day. We ſuffered | 
ſome diſtreſs at this place, from the ſcarcity 


of water: the only ſupply we could have, was 


from a deep well, that did not afford above 


four gallons, which was very dirty, and of an 


unwholſome quality. In our road to day, we 
obſerved ſome ruins of ancient Cteſiphon, now 
called Tauk Keſſera; but we were informed, 
they were: not worth any particular Wentten. 

Mart 
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"March 20th. We left Azad about one o'clock 
in the morning, and croffing the Tigris over 
a bridge of boats, entered, at dawn of day, 
the city of Bagdad, in which we took up our 
quarters at the houſe of the Marcar, an Ar- 
menian merchant, who is agent for the Eng- 
liſh at this place. This was the period of 
Meer Joad's journey ; but the ſhortneſs of our 
ſtay at Bagdad, prevented our being informed 
whether he ſucceeded in making his peace 
with the Baſhaw. He was the ſon of a Geor- 

gian ſlave by a Turkiſh woman; and, having 
no patrimony but his ſword, embarked at an 
early period of life in the profeſſion of arms. 
The firſt military employment he obtained 
was under an independent Chief, in the coun- 


try of Scind, from whoſe ſervice he paſſed in- 

to that of a Prince, in Bengal, where he re- 

mained many years, and became acquainted 

boar dl the fartious Monſieur 1 1 

gentleman being about to convey the large for- 

tune he had amaſſed to Europe, overland, en- 

gaged Meer Joad to accompany him. Their 
Es journey 


journey was full of hardſhip and danger; and 


in their paſſage over the deſert, they were fre- 


| quently attacked by numerous bodies of Arab 


plunderers, whom they repulſed with uncom- 


mon ſucceſs. Monſieur Chevalier was ſo well 


ſatisfied with Meer Joad's courage and con- 
duct on theſe difficult occaſions, that, as ſoon 
as he arrived in France, he recommended him 
to the French miniſtry, and exerted. his inte- 


reſt ſo effectually in his behalf, as to procure 


him the commiſſion of a field officer in the 


Duke of Luxemburgh's legion. In the unſuc- 


ceſsful expedition againſt Jerſey, he was : 
wounded and taken priſoner. After a deten- 


tion of five months in England, he was ex- 


changed, and upon his return to France was 


honoured by the King with a gold medal, ex- 


preſſive of his gallant behaviour. The Lux- 
emburgh legion being under orders for the 
iſland of Ceylon, whither Meer Joad had no 


inclination to go, he. reſigned his commiſſion 


in the French army, and returned to his native 


city Bagdad. Here the fame of his ſervice in 


Europe, and letters of recommendation from 


perſons 
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perſons of high conſequence in France, pro- 
cured him the appointment of Captain Baſhaw 
of the Turkiſh fleet at Buſſora, which he held 
till the capture of that place by Shaik Ithooiny. 
As his conduct on this occaſion rendered him 
liable to ſuſpicions of having a private under- 
ſtanding with the Arab Chief, he thought it 
prudent to take refuge at Bombay, till the 
firſt emotions of the anger the Baſhaw might 
have conceived againſt him ſhould have ſub- 
 fided. His whole behaviour, however, dur- 
ing his journey with us, was expreſſive of the 
moſt diſtreſsful anxiety reſpecting the recep- 
tion he ſhould meet with on his return. He 
was a luſty, perſonable man, about the-age of 
| forty: ſpoke the Turkiſh, Hindoſtani, Ara- 
bic, and French languages well, and ſome 
others imperfectly. He was evidently en- 
dowed with good natural abilities, but was 
totally illiterate ; not even poſſeſſing the uſe- 
ful arts of reading and. writing, of which he 
confeſſed and regretted his Ignorance. 


Bagdad is ſeated on the eaſtern banks of the 


Tigris, in Irac Arabi, oppoſite to the ſite of 
ancient 


ancient Seleucia. The houſes are better built 
here, than in any other part of this extenſive 


country I have ſeen; though they will not 


bear a compariſon, either for elegance, neat- 
neſs, or convenience, with thoſe of Europe. 
The town exhibits, every where, an appear- 
ance of ſplendor and opulence, and is crowd. 
ed with inhabitants. It was built in the year 
763, by Almanzor, ſecond Caliph of the Ab- 
baſſides: in the thirteenth century it was 
taken by the Turks, by whom, and the Per- 
ſians, it was held alternately, till the year 
1638, when it was captured, for the laſt time, 
by the Turks, in whoſe poſſeſſion it has re- 
mained ever ſince. It is ſurrounded by a wall 
four miles in circumference, but unequal to g 
any defence againſt artillery. This is, in fact, 
the caſe with almoſt all the military works of 
the Turks and Pefiths : : for theſe nations, 
from their ignorance of the proper manage- 
ment of cannon, hardly ever made uſe of them 

in their ſieges; they would not, therefore, be 
at the expence and labour of conſtructing for- 
tifications to reſiſt a weapen of war, which, 
NE however 
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however formidable, was ſo rarely employed 
againſt them. However, the late introduction 
of Chriſtian officers into the ſervice of the 
Porte, may, among the Turks at leaſt, pro- 
duce a conſiderable, improvement in their 
mode of fortifying. The Caliph Almanzor, 
on account of a ſedition among the people of 
Haſemia, his capital, transferred the ſeat of 
empire to Bagdad; and, notwithſtanding the 
popular tumults that agitated his whole reign, 
compleated the erection of his new metropo- 
lis 1n leſs than ſix years. It takes its name 
from Bas, which ſignifies a garden, and pap, 


the name of a derviſe, or hermit, on the ſite 


of whoſe garden a part of the city was built, 
Some authors have called it New. Babylon ; 
probably becauſe it was.peopled by the inha- 
bitants of Old Babylon, which was diſtant I 
it only one day's Journey. 


Bagdad is the ſeat of a Pachalic, which ex- 
tends from near Moſul to Buſſora; and, lying 


at a diſtance from the capital of the empire, is 


s poſt of great truſt and importance, The 
ſum 
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ſum remitted by the Baſhaw to Conſtantino- 
ple, is inconſiderable: the large proportion of 
its revenue that remains, is either expended 
in ſupporting the ſtate of the Governor, or in 
maintaining a ſtrong military force; which, at 
the ſame time that it keeps the frontier pro- 
vinces to their allegiance, protects them from 
the invaſion of a foreign enemy. 


Two Tatars*, or couriers, were engaged for 
us here, by the Marcar. Theſe people are 
perſons of ſome conſequence, and are employ- 
ed in conveying public deſpatches from one 
Governnient to another: great confidence is 
placed in their fidelity, and they are frequently 
entruſted with packets'of the higheſt value and 
importance. The terms agreed upon with 


* 'The word Tartan fignifies, in the Turkiſh language, 
a courier, or meſſenger, and in the pronunciation is ac- 
cented on the laſt ſyllable: moſt authors, howerer, have 
corruptly written it Tax TAR ; which has induced uninformed 
perſons to ſuppoſe, that the office of courier, in Turkey, 
was generally held by people of the Tartar nation, 


our 


RP * 


our guides were, that they ſhould conduct us 


to Conſtantinople for twelve hundred piaſt res, 
in which ſum the charge of proviſions, horſes, 


and every other incidental expence was to be 
included. Having lightened myſelf of all bag- 
gage, except ſuch neceſſaries as I could carry 
on my horſe, I expected to reach Conſtanti- 
nople in twenty, or twenty-five days. The 
computed diſtance from hence to that City, 1s 
fifteen hundred miles ; but I think that num- 
ber exceeds the truth; becauſe the tatars fre- 
quently perform, the whole journey in twelve 
days, and we heard of one who executed it in 
eleven. As the Tatars ride very hard, and I 
had ſuffered much from a ſhort excurſion on 
horſeback, at Buſſora, my companions re- 
commended to my conſideration, whether it 
would not be better to ſtrike off from hence on 
camels, over the great deſert to Aleppo, than 
undertake ſo long and haſty a journey on 
horſeback ; to which, from not being accuſ- 
tomed to riding, I might, on trial, find my- 


ſelf unequal. I had, however, predetermined 


to adopt that courſe, which would the ſooneſt 
oratify 
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gratify the impatience I felt of ſeeing again | J 
my native country; and, in the hope that my 
reſolution would bear me up under the fatigue.” , 
and novelty of the ſituation, I prepared myſelf, 4 


to accompany the Tatars. In order to avoit 1 
the inſults of the Mahometans, we equip e | 
ourſelves in every reſpect like our conduct rs. 
My dreſs conſiſted of a ſhirt without a col a1 
a waiſtcoat, a looſe blue coat, and a pair of 
wide trowſers, reaching to the calf of the leg, 


where they were gathered to ſit cloſe: . wore 
on my feet leather ſocks, which coveted the 
ancles, and over them a pair of clum 
large red boots. My head was covered by a 
thick yellow cap, without a flap, and border- 
ed, for the depth of four inches, ith ſheep's 
ſkin; and, to complete me in oy Turkiſh - 
garb, a girdle or ſaſh of cottoꝶ cloth was 
drawn round my waiſt, as tight as I could 
bear it; and though at firſt I foun a Ichs 7 
of my dreſs rather inconvenient, it affe "of 


proved of great ſervice, in enabling me to ſup. 


My and 


port the violent motion and fatigue of the 
journey. I ſhould add, that, like the Tatars, | 


] was 


J OGURNAL 4 


l was provided with a ſhort whip, and a to- 


5 7 We had expected to have ſet out two days 
Af er our arrival at Bagdad; but the Marcar 
| urged, that one of the Tatars he had engaged 
was juſt returned from a long journey, and 
wiſhed to have a few days repoſe; and that 
our paſs was not yet made out. We began 
to fear that the Baſhaw withheld it for the 
ole of extorting a preſent from us; but, 


0 our great ſatis faction, we received it in n the 
6 morning of the 24th, 


3 
* : % 
e. 


March 2/4 th. At twelve o'clock at noon we 


L a horſes, and departed from Bag- 


mounted o 


| "mercha nt Mom Conſtantinople, and myſelf. 
We now bid adieu to wine, brandy, and all 
other refreſhments we had provided at Bom- 
bay, in the intention of paſling the great de- 
ext: however, as I knew from experience, 


In 


„% deen. 
in a variety of inſtances, the happy effects of 
tea, I reſerved a ſmall bag of it, with a little 


ſugar ; and, to be prepared for accidental fick- 


neſs, I carried with me a few of the moſt ne- 
ceſſary medicines. Soon after we had left 
Bagdad we overtook a Turk, leading four 
Horſes loaded with goods, who, we underſtood, 
Vas to accompany us to Conſtantinople. This 
circumſtance explained the Marcar's delay in 
procuring the paſs; for it is probable that we 
were detained only while the merchandiſe we 
then ſaw was getting ready. This addition to 
our little caravan deſtroyed the agreeable ex- 
pectation we had formed of being at Conſtan- 
tinople in twenty or twenty-five days; in 
which time, if the traveller is unincumbered 
by merchandiſe or baggage, the journey may 
be very eaſily performed. We arrived in 
five hours at Yankja, the firſt poſt or Konac 
from Bagdad. After we had ſupped on ſome 
well taſted mutton, dreſſed after the Eaſtern 
faſhion with a great deal of butter, we were 
each of us provided, by the maſter of the Konac, 
with a mattreſs and pillow, on which we ſlept 
in the open air. The night was pleaſant, and 


* 


free 
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free from damp : in this country they have 
very little rain; ſeldom above five or ſix 
ſhowers in the whole year. | 


March 25th. We ſet out from Yankja 
about one o'clock in the morning; and having 


marched about four hours, by day-break ar- 
rived at a Konac, where we, procured ſome 


warm milk, and reſted ' ourſelves for half an 
hour: we then moved on again for about two 


hours, and halted at a Konac till twelve 


o'clock. About four o'clock in the afternoon 
we reached Dely Abbas, another Konac on the 
fide of a river; which flows into the Tigris, 
and which we croſſed over a bridge. From 
the mouth of the Euphrates to this place, a 


length of country of near ſix hundred miles, 1 


do not recollect to have ſeen the ſinalleſt hil- 


lock, or a ſingle ſtone the native produce of 


the country, 

March 26th. We ſet out at one o'clock in 
the morning, and after two hours march 
reached the Kuſcadawire hills. As the paſs 
here Is of ſome danger, the Tatars kept the 
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myſelf ſo unwel, that I began to deſpair of 
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party cloſe together, till we had deſcended in- 
to the open country, which employed us for 


two hours. At day- break we croſſed the river 
Shat Narin, which flows into the Tigris, but 


was now, almoſt dry. At ſeven o'clock we 


arrived at Karatapa, a Konac, ſeated in a very 
poor country. We eat ſome pillaw here; and 


having procured freſh. horſes, which we had 


not been able to do at any of the former Ko- 
nacs, on account of the large number we 
required, we ſet out, after two hours r epoſe, 
for Kuffrie: this place, we reached in three 
hours. Notwithſtanding our road this day 
was both rugged and ſtony, our guides, with- 
out any conſideration for the horſes, led us on 
at a briſk, gallop: ſeldom going at a leſs rate 
than eight miles an hour, After dining at 


Kuffrie, and procuring; freſh horſes, we ſet 


out for Touſcourmartee; and, keeping the 
hills about a mile on our right, arrived there 
at ſix o'clock in the evening: we went this 
day, by calculation, ſeventy-ſix miles. A 
very rough horſe had fallen to my lot this 
lage, and upon diſmounting him, I found 


my 
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my ability to profecure the journey; and dur- 
ing the whole of this night, notwithſtanding E 
had refreſhed myſelf with tea, and that my 
bed was ſoft and comfortable, I did not cloſe 
my eyes in ffeep. Mahommed Aga, and 
Coja Bogos, were likewiſe much h indiſpoſed. 


March 27 h. 1 1 ſet out with freſh horſes 
from Touſcourmartee before day- break, and 
in three hours arrived at Taook. I had the 
good fortune to be mounted to day upon an 
Arab mare, which carried me ſo eaſily, that I 
recovered from the fatigue and jolting I had 
fuffered the preceding evening. We had hi- 
therto been tolerably well mounted; for the 
Arab horſes, though not large, are poſſeſſed of 
great ſtrength, hardineſs, ſpirit, and agility : 
but we were informed that this was the laſt 
place, on the road to Conſtantinople, where 
we fliould find the true Arabian breed. As - 
we approached the Konac, we croſſed the bed 
of a pretty ate river, then almoſt _ : 


We ſet out again on freſh horſe at one 


o'clock, in very hot weather: we croſſed the 
| Fs river - 
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river mentioned above, four times, at the 


foot of ſome low hills, which are ſaid to 
be much infeſted with thieves; in paſſing 


them, therefore, we puſhed on at a briſk Pace, 
keeping cloſe together. At four o'clock in 


the afternoon. we arrived at a Konac, called 
Tepellee, ſeated in a pleaſant and cultivated 


country. As Mahommed Aga, our chief Ta- 


tar, was ill, as well as Coja Bogos, we halted 
here for the night. The maſter of the Konac 


ſbewed us great civility, and ſupplied us with 


plenty of excellent proviſions. | 


March 28th. We left Tepellee at about ſix 
o'clock in the morning, and arrived at Kir- 
cook at ten. Our. road lay over a fine, culti- 


vated, and extenſi ive plain, bounded on all 
ſides by low hills. 


Kircook, though the capital of Turkiſh 
Curdiſtan, is a very inconſiderable town: it 
was viſited ſome years ago by the plague, 
which, from the number of tombs which are 
ſeen in the neigbourhood, muſt have made 
great ravages among the inhabitants. The 
1 entire 


5 
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entire province of Curdiſtan is divided be- 
tween the Turkiſh and Perſian Government. 
The people called Curds, are ſuppoſed to be 
deſcendants from the ancient Parthians, and 
offer adoration to Sheitan, or Satan; whom, 
conſidering as the author of all evil, they wor- 
ſhip to prevent his cauſing miſchief to them, 
or to their cattle. A few of them join 
the Turks in occupying the towns; but 
the greater number prefer a wandering, paſto- 
ral life, like the Arabs, whom they likewiſe 
reſemble in their diſpoſition to rapine and 


violence. 


March 29th. As the Konac at Kircook 
vas tolerably comfortable and convenient, and 
our head Tatar was {till very much indiſpoſed, 
we did not proceed to day. I adminiſtered 
ſome medicine to the Tatar, which appeared 


ro relieve him. eie 


March zoth. We ſet out at eight o'clock 
in the morning on freſh horſes, with a guard | 
of twenty-five men, to protect us through _ 
ſome hills, which are near this place, and four 
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or five miles in breadth. Our eſcort accam- 
panied us for about fifteen miles; but not- 
' withſtanding our conductors had ſhewn great 
apprehenſions of an attack, and deſired us to 
load our arms, We arrived at Alton Kuffrie, at 
three o clock in the aſternoon, without moleſ 
tation. This is a town ſcated on an iſland, 
formed by the river of the ſame name, which 
is large and rapid. The bridge of communi- 
cation from the iſland to the main land, is at 
-night dangerous to travellers, being without 
parapet walls. Our road ta day lay over a 

plain, ill cultivated, but not without verdure. 

We were joined this morning by a Turkiſh 

muſician, who played on a kind of guittar, to 

which he ſung in a barbarous, inharmonious. 
manner. Our chief Tatar being ſtill extreme- 
ly unwel, I adminiſtered to him, without his 
knowledge, ſome tartar emetic, which carried 
off a great quantity of bile, Nb 
conſiderably. I recommended to him to ſpare 
himſelf a little, by not travelling ſo much by 
day, expoſed to the ſcorching heat of the ſun; 
but he replied, that this was unavoidable, on 
account of the great number of plunderers 
that 
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that infeſt theſe roads, and generally attack 
by night. W r n 


March 3iſt. We left Alton Kuffrie, on 
freſh horſes, at ſeven o'clock in the morning, 
accompanied by an eſcort of fifteen men. Af 
ter croſſing fome low hills, which were partly 
cultivated, we came to a plain; and having 
paſſed a village on our right hand, called 
Khuſtapa, found ourſelves, at half paſt three 
o'clock in the afternoon, at. Evril, the ancient 
Arbela, near which Alexander overthrew Da- 
rius. This is now a ſmall village, but de- 
fended by a fort, partly built of mud, and 

partly of bricks, like that of Kircook; it ſtands 
on an artificial hillock, or mound of earth. 
Theſe eminences, which we had frequent oc- 
caſion to obſerve in our journey, from the 
fimilarity of their ſhape, and from their al- 
ways ſtanding ſingly on the plains, are evi- 
dently the produce of human art and induſtry. 
It is not unreaſonable to conjecture, that they 
were raiſed either to preſerve the inhabitants 
from inundations, or to ſecure them againſt a 
furprize from their enemies. About four 
2s o'clock 
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o'clock we arrived at a ſmall village, called 
Ankava, two or three miles from Evril. 


April 1ſt. - Having procured freſh horſes, 
ve ſet out from Ankava at ſix o'clock in the 
morning; and at five o'clock in the evening 
reached Karakooſh. The firſt portion of 
country we paſſed in our way to this village, 
was fertile and level; afterwards we found the 
ground barren, and broken by irregular decli- 
vities. At eighteen miles diſtance from An- 
kava we paſſed through Killick, a village 
ſeated 'on the banks of the river Zarp, which 
flows into the Tigris. The inhabitants of this 
place are Manicheans, and ſuch active and 
7 daring thieves, that we were obliged to be 
conſtantly on the watch, leſt they ſhould pil- - 
fer ſome of our baggage: we were, neverthe- 
leſs, obliged to take three of them to relieve 
ſome.of our eſcort from Ankava. We croſſed 
the Zarp with the merchandiſe” on a ſort of 
platform, ſupported by ſheep ſkins filled with 
air; our horſes followed, being led by a boy, 
who ſwam on one of theſe inflated ſkins. On 
the banks of the river we were joined by nine 
bo horſemen, 
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horſemen, who ſaid they were travellers: they 
were well mounted, but raggedly clothed 
and accoutred; being in appearance, like our 
Killick guard, profeſſional thieves. Six miles 
from the Zarp, and as many from Karakooſh, 
we forded another river, called the Haſir. 
Mahommed Aga, our chief Tatar, was ſo ill 
that he could not accompany. us to day, but 
ſaid behind at Ankava. The people of the 
| Konac pleading poverty, in excuſe for not ſup- 
plying us with candles, and other neceſſaries 


it is cuſtomary for them to furniſh, Bekir Aga, 


Mahommed his ſervant, and Bogos, tied three 
of them hand and foot, and beat them unmer- 
cifully with their whips. I was fearful that 
an act of ſo much violence would not only 
have been reſented by the people of the Ko- 
nac, but by the whole village; but, to my 
great ſurprize, no ſooner were their cords 


looſened, than the very men who had been ſo 
roughly treated, brought us every thing we 
required. This circumſtance ſufficiently ex- 
emplifies the cruel tyranny of the Turks over 


the original inhabitants of the countries they 
have conquered, | 
April 
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April 2d. We left Karakooſh at fix &'clock 
in the morning, and arrived at Moſul about 
nine. Our Killick horſemen left us about 
half way, and after their departure we puſhed 
on as faſt as poſſible, in order to be out of their 
reach, in caſe they ſhould return to rob us. 
The Curdiſtan mountains, capped with ſnow, 
were at a conſiderable diſtance on our right. 
Before we entered Moſul, we croſſed the Ti- 
gris in a boat; the bridge of boats being now 
out of repair, and the chains, by which it is 
held at one end, broken. , 


Moſul is a large town, ſeated on the weſtern 
bank of the Tigris ; and, comparatively ſpeak. 
ing, is the only place of a handſome appear- 
ance we have ſeen ſince we left Bagdad. It is 
defended by a wall, which ſurrounds it, and a 
. citadel, both built of ſtone and plaiſter ; but, 
from the bad quality of thoſe materials, un- 
equal to any defence againſt artillery. 


The Armenians call it Nine veh; and pre- 
tend, that it is the Nineveh of the ancients: 
but ſome learned men contend, that this fa- 

19 mous 
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mous Eity was on the eaſtern bank of the Ti. 
gris, oppoſite to Moſul; and if their conjec- 
ture is well founded, not the e ſmalleſt veſtige 
of it now remains. | 


Coja Elias, an old Armenian merchant, on 
hearing that three Engliſh gentlemen were 
arrived, kindly invited us to his houſe, and 
ſent horſes for our conveyance. We found 
him in a habitation newly built, and, though 
not in the European taſte, neat and commo- 
„ | | 

This city, from the badneſs of the mate. 
rials, is in general very indifferently built ; 
however, the door caſes, in almoſt every houſe, 
are made of marble; and, as I conjecture, 
have been brought hither from the ruins of 
ſome other place, for they do not correſpond 
with that meanneſs of materials and architec- 
ture which 1s feen in every other part of the 
building. In'a walk I took about the town, I 
diſcovered, near the river, ſome ruins of walls 
an buildings, which ſeemed to ſhew that 
Moſul 


j 
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Moſul has heretofore ſeen days of greater 

. proſperity. _ | 
April 3d. We halted at Moſul, waiting to 
be joined by the fick Tatar, whom we had 

left behind at Ankava. Major Macleod, who 
had caught a ſevere cold, was very unwel. 


April 4th. The Tatar came up with us to 
day, buf very ill of a fever, 


April th. As the Major continued to be 
much indiſpoſed, I began to fear, leſt the 
damp of Coja Elias's new-built houſe, in which 
we were lodged, ſhould increaſe his diſorder ; 
and therefore, after viſiting Mahommed Aga, 
whom I found extremely ill, I urged our im- 
mediate departure to Bekir, repreſenting to 
him, that if we were to wait for the recovery 
of his companion, we ſhould be detained five 
or ſix weeks. In conſequence of theſe remon- 

ſtrances, a diviſion of the money we had ad- 
| vanced was agreed upon, after ſome alterca- 
tion between the Tatars, and Bekir promiſed 


to proceed with us next day. 
March 
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April 6th: We took leave of our hoſpi- 
table entertainer, Coja Elias; and at twelve 
o'clock at noon, having procured freſh horſes, 
and a moſt ſhabby-looking guard of fifty men, 
to protect us againſt the thieves that lurk on 
the road to Niſibin, we departed from Moſul. 
We immediately repaſſed the Ti gris, and took: 
a circuitous courſe, in order, as I ſuppoſe, to 


avoid the dangers of the direct road. The 


country. we paſſed was - broken by frequent 
aſcents and deſcents; and, though not ſo rich 
in ſoil, much reſembled the ground between 
Hampſtead and Highgate. The Curdiſtan 
mountains were on our right, and covered 
with ſnow. About five o'clock in the evening 


we arrived at a Konac, called Terſtoff, where 
we halted this night. The maſter of the Ko- 


nac, who was a Turk, gave us to underſtand 
that the Turks and Engliſh were friends, by 
placing his two fore fingers parallel to each 


other. 


Aprit-7th. At ſun riſe we left Terſtoff, 


and continued marching till five o'clock in 


the afternoon,. when we came to a Konac, 
a called 
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called Aſſee, which is ſeated under a range of 
hills, and is ſaid to be inhabited by robbers. 

The greater part of our guard returned to Mo. 
ſul before we reached this place, leaving us 
with. only twelve horfemen. In our road to 
day we kept cloſe to the hills on our right; 
and on our left ſaw, at a great diftance, the 
Sanjiac, or Sinjar mountains. The ground 
we paſſed to day, like that of yeſterday, was 
Irregular, and little cultivated, and the vil- 
lages deſerted. We ſaw many little encamp- 
ments of the inhabitants, with their floc ks 
and herds. | 


- Ninjor -N Macleod much indiſpoſe with a 
violent 2 9 88 | 


< April 8th. We left Aſſee at break of day, 
with our twelve Moſul . horſemen. After 
marehing three miles, we turned ſuddenly to- 
wards the hills, which we croſſed by a very 
rocky and rugged path. Theſe hills produce 
-little elſe than a few ſhrubs and buſhes, of an 
inſignificant ſize: on our deſcent from them, 
we: met a {mall caravan of loaded mules, 
which, 
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which, from the appearance of our guard, he- 
ſitated to ad vance. Having gained the plain, 
which was little cultivated, we kept the range 
of hills on our left hand for about four miles, 
when we forded a large river, at a place where 
it divides itſelf into three branches, which 
unite again into one ſtream at a ſhort diſtance. 
We then traverſed a fertile level, bounded on 
our right and left by diſtant hills; and after 
croſſi ing the bed of another river, which Was 
now almoſt dry, at noon reached. a, village, 
where we halted for reſt and refreſhment. At 
a ſhort diſtance from this village we found the 
Tigris, and continued our march along its 
banks for about ten miles; croſſed- over it by 
a bridge of boats, to a large fortified town 1n 
Meſopotamia, called Jefleera, or Geraza, 
which is the reſidence of a Beg, Jeſſeera 
ſeems to have been formerly a place of more 
conſequence than it is at preſent ; for many 
of the buildings ſhew the remains of excellent 
' maſonry, and there is an old bridge of ſtone 
over the Tigris, about a mile below the town. 
Some authors have deſcribed this town as 
_ on an Wand formed a the Tigris ; but 
that 
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that is not the caſe, for the river only runs on 
one ſide of it. The error may have ariſen 
from the union of a number of ſmall torrents, 
which, during heavy rains, form a conſidera- 
ble body of water, and after ſurrounding part 
of the town fall i into * Tigris. 


April gth. We ſet out at 1 riſe, and im- 
mediately beyond the town croſſed the bed of 
a river, now almoſt dry; we then took a rug- 
ged path for about a mile, till we reached a 
plain, covered with brown ſtones of the ſize 
of a man's head ; the ſoil under them was rich 
and loamy, though little cultivated : in fact, I 
ſhould not have thought the tillage of this 
land by the plough had been poſſible, till I 
ſaw it done; when J obſerved, that the ſtones 
lay ſo looſely on the ſurface of the ground, 
that they eaſily gave way to the plough ſhare. 
About nine o'clock we halted near a deſerted 
village, where the fineneſs of the graſs afford- 
ed us an opportunity of refreſhing our horſes, 
who had fared very ill ſince they left Moſul. 
Here we diſcovered that a young Turk, whom 


we 
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ound picked up at Kircook, had cut a hole 


through our leathern bag, and had opened one 


end of my bundle: he was detected by the 


drivers before he had time to plunder it. We 
could not help harbouring a ſuſpicion that the 
Tatar was privy to this diſhoneſt attempt, in 
hopes of ſharing in the ſpoil; for though he 
endeavoured to keep up appearances, by be- 
ſtowing a few ſtrokes with his whip on the de- 
linquent, yet the next day, inſtead of driving 
him from the party, he indulged him with a 
horſe, to accompany us. We were till at- 
tended, by our Moſul guard, with the addition 
of an Arab guide from Jeſſeera. Our road 
this day lay over a plain, bounded on our 
right and left by diſtant hills, and of the 
richeſt ſoil, but totally uncultivated. We 
ſaw ſeveral ſmall encampments and villages, 
whoſe appearance manifeſted the wretched- 
neſs and poverty of their inhabitants. Find- 
ing a little ſtream on our way, whoſe banks 
were covered with fine graſs, we halted a ſe- 
cond time to refreſh our horſes. As we had 
no proviſions, and had not taken any food 
G ſince 
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ſince the preceding night, we felt han all the 
diſtreſs of hunger: we were, however, con- 
ſoled by the reflection, that theſe unavoidable 
inconveniences of our journey would give a 


double reliſh to the return of our accuſtomed 


indulgences and eaſe. About four o'clock we 
came to a large Arab encampment, and halted 
at the tent of the Chief. At ſeven o'clock the 


Shaik, with his family, Bekir Aga, and two 


leading men of our guard, ſat down to ſupper, 
without giving us any invitation to partake 
with them: after they had done, the remain- 


der of the meat was offered to, us ; hut; not- 


withſtanding our long abſtinence, we deter- 
mined to ſhew a proper reſentment of their 
affronting neglect, by refuſing to eat what 


they had left. We were ſtrongly ſolicited 


both by the Tatar and Bogos, who appeared 


much ſurprized that we ſhould perſevere in 


our refuſal. With ſome difficulty we made 
Bekir Aga ſenſible of the cauſe of our diſplea- 


ſure; and deſired to be furniſhed with milk 


and bread, for which we would pay: he aſ- 
ſured us we ſhould be 3 and plen- 
tifully 


tifully ſupplied, but cautioned us to make no 
mention of the payment, leſt the Arab Chief 
ſhould take offence. Bread and milk was 
then brought to us in abundance, and we 
made a comfortable meal. 


April 10th, We ſet out about three 


o'clock in the morning: it was very dark, 


and we puſhed on as faſt as we could, 


keeping cloſe together while we paſſed ſeveral 
ſmall encampments : ſome of our guard from 
Moſul continued to accompany us till day 
light. At ſeven o'clock we arrived at a vil- 
lage, part of which is ſeated on a ſmall emi- 
nence, from whence we diſcovered Niſibin, 
diſtant about fifteen miles. The intermediate 


country affords a fine proſpect; the ſoil is 
rich, and in a high ſtate of cultivation. Hav- 


ing refreſned our horſes for an hour, at the 
foot of the hill, we proceeded towards Niſi- 
bin, where we arrived about. one o'clock. 
This town has loſt all its ancient ſplendor, and 
is now in ruins: four or five miſerable huts 


contain all its preſent inhabitants. A ſmall, 
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= neat moſque, of hewn ſtone, and a bridge of 
: the ſame materials, over a neighbouring river, 
= are the only remains of the many public edi- 
| 5 | fices with which it was formerly adorned. We 
| ſet out from Niſibin at nine o'clock at night, 
| on freſh horles, with an eſcort of three horſe- 
men. After travelling about twenty miles, 
our guard demanded a preſent, and upon the 
refuſal of our Tatar to gratify them, very high 
words aroſe ; but Bekir telling them ironical- 
ly, that they might take the merchandiſe, 
.and galloping on, they left us, and returned 
to Niſibin. | 


April 11th. About four o'clock in the 
morning we arrived at a poor village, called 
Arin, where we took a repaſt of fried eggs and 
bread, and refreſhed ourſelves by an hour's 
ſleep. Having remounted our horſes, we 
travelled till eight o'clock, by a tugged and 
ſteep road, when we reached a large town, 
called Mardin: this town is built near the 
ſummit of a rocky hill, in a ſituation ſo bold, 
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that, at a diſtance, it appears as if ready to 


tumble down the declivity. . 
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The top of the hill ſeems ſtrongly fortified 55 


by nature; but the artificial fortifications, 
like the reſt of thoſe we have ſeen in Turkey, 
appear to add but little to the ſtrength of the 


place. Wine is made in the neighbourhood 


of Mardin, and it produces ſome large mul- 
berry trees. An extenſive and well cultivated 
plain, at the foot of the hill, affords a de- 


lightful proſpect. 


April 12th. At one o'clock in the morn- 
ing we left Mardin, on freſh horſes. Our 
road was rocky, and full of declivities, till 
about twelve o'clock, when we got into an 
open country, and ſaw, at a great diſtance 
before us, the city of Diarbekir. We obſerv- 
ed a few miſerable huts among the hills, the 
proprietors of which were ſtriving to ſubſiſt 
on the cultivation of theſe barren, but ſecure, 
retreats; neglecting the fertile plains below 


them, which, though much more productive 


to the cultivator, are expoſed to the exactions 
of tyranny, or the violence of rapine. It is 
rather remarkable, that our Tatar ſhould not 
have taken an eſcort through theſe hills, which 
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{| I ſeem well calculated for the retreat of a ban- 
| 0 ditti. About four o'clock we came to the 
| banks of the Tigris, where we deſcried five 


armed men, who were declared to be thieves. 
The Tatar, having halted, loaded his fire 
arms, and placed one of my piſtols, with his 
own, in his girdle, that the thieves might ſee 
he was completely armed. We then formed 
as compact a body as poſſible, and made up 
to. them on a briſk trot ; but as ſoon as they 
found that we were not only prepared for our 
defence, but fuperior to them in number, they 
gave up what appeared to have been their defign, 
and ſuffered us to paſs unmoleſted. We conti- 
nued our courſe cloſe to the Tigris; and, as 
the river was not fordable, we were obliged to 
follow a conſiderable bending of it to the weft- 
ward, till about fix o'clock in the evening, 
when we came to Diarbekir. We were this 
day ſeventeen hours on the ſame horſe; and, 
notwithſtanding we had eaten nothing ſince 
the preceding night, we reached Diarbekir in 
tolerable good ſpirits. 
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On our arrival at the Konac, a German, 
and French Miſſionary, being informed that 
we were Franks, invited us in the moſt cordial 
manner to their houſe. As we had every rea- 
ſon to expect better treatment from them, 


than we ſhould meet with at the Konac, and 


as the Major ſtill continued much indiſpoſed 
with his cough, we readily availed ourſelves of 
their hoſpitable offer. 


Diarbekir is the capital of a province of the 


ſame name, and is ſeated on the weſtern banks 
of the Tigris. It is defended by walls of 
hewn ſtone, in the form of a ſquare; and, 
though much larger, bears a great reſem- 


blance to Fort Square at Madraſs: however, 


the ramparts are ſo thin, that they do not af. 
ford room for the exerciſe of cannon. There 
is a bridge of hewn ſtone, and ſome other 
edifices of the ſame materials in the town, 
which are now decaying, and only. ſerve to 
ſhew, that it has formerly been in a more 
proſperous condition. This city is rich and 
populous, and the ſeat of a Pachalic : its in- 
habitants conſiſt of Turks, and Chriſtians of 
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various ſets; ſuch as Armenians, Syrians, 
Greeks, and Neſtorians ; the two former have 
each of them a Biſhop; and the Neſtorians, or 
Chaldeans, united to the Church of -Rome, a 
Patriarch, whom I viſited, and who ſeems to 
deſerve the high dignity with which he is in- 
veſted. Such is the frequency and audacity 


of the robbers in this country, that the doors 
of all the houſes in Diarbekir are kept ſhut, 
and ſecurely bolted, even in the day time, 


The province of Diarbekir comprehends 


ancient Meſopotamia, or Diarbekir proper, on 
the Weſt; Irac Arabi, formerly Chaldea, or 


Baby lonia, on the South; and Curdiſtan, or 


4 * on the Eaft, 


The Iba at Bagdad had given us a letter 
to Coja Hanna, of this place, directing him, 
in caſe we ſhould have need of money, to ad. 
vance us the amount of three hundred plaſ- 


tres; and, as Bekir declared he could proceed 
no further without a ſupply of caſh, I availed 


myſelf of our credit, to accommodate him 
| with 


5 OV RAGE . 


with a hundred piaſtres, for which I gave an 


obligation to Coja Hanna, for the repayment 


of that ſum to his agent in Conſtantinople. 
This Coja Hanna, who is an Armenian Doc- 


tor, is an elderly man, of a reſpectable ap- 


pearance, and received me with great * 
at his houſe. | 


April 1 "mY We reſted at Diarbekir. Ma- 
jor Macleod continued very much indiſpoſed 
with his cough. The Padres, at whoſe houſe 
we were, being phyſicians as well as divines, 
pronounced, rather raſhly, that the Major's 
diſorder was mortal. I cannot, however, ſuf- 
ficiently acknowledge the kind and hoſpitable 
treatment we received from our reverend en- 
tertainers, whoſe converſation was full of good 
ſenſe, candour, and politeneſs. : 


April 14th. Freſh horſes. being procured, 


we left Diarbekir at ten o'clock in the morn- 
ing; having the Turcomanian mountains, co- 
yered with ſnow, on our right. We proceed- 
ed over a rich, but uncultivated ſoil, for about 

| | twenty- 
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| twenty eight miles; we then turned to the 


right, and having paſſed ſome low hills, de- 


ſcended at night fall into a valley ; from hence 


we proceeded over ſeveral ſmall eminences, and 
leaving the town of Argena on our right hand, 
we went out of the road for about two miles, 
till we came to a tent, in which we were 
to paſs the night: this was ſo ſmall, that it 
hardly afforded us ſhelter ; and, as my cover- 
ing was inſufficient, and the coldneſs of the 


weather exceſſive, I was completely chilled, 
and unable to fleep. In order to warm my- 


ſelf by exerciſe, I aroſe at a very carly hour in 
the morning, and walked about. I diſcovered 


| that we were among hills, the tops of which 


were ſprinkled with ſnow; and ſaw, for the 
firſt time in many years, a pool of water ſkin- 
ned over with ice. Argena, ſeated on the de- 
clivity of a ſteep hill, appeared diſtant about 
two miles: we were informed that the neigh- 


bourhood of this town produced wine, but 


that it was new and weak; we therefore did 


not think a ſupply of it worth the trouble of 
going out of our road. During the preceding 
day's — we had not been without ap- 


prehenſions 


JO URN AE. ot - 


prehenſions of an attack from the numerous 
robbers who infeſt this country, between Di- 
arbekir and Argena. As they generally go in 


large parties, our kind hoſts of Diarbekir cau- 


tioned us to beware of offering any reſiſtance ; 
becauſe, in caſe we ſhould not ſucceed in it, 
and they ſhould overcome us, , we ſhould find 
no mercy at their hands: but the aukward- 
neſs and weight of our dreſs rendered us ſo 
unfit for any perſonal exertion, that this cau- 


tion was almoſt ſuperfluous ; but the cuſtom of 


dreſs is not the only one which is inconvenient 
to travellers in thiszcountry; that of riding 


with ſhort ſtirrups, and with the girths of the 


ſaddle looſe, gives them no leſs uneaſineſs: 
| and ſo obſtinately, and unreaſonably attached 

are the people to their own manner of riding,' 
that, after you have lengthened your ſtirrups, 


and ſhortened your ſaddle girths, they will 


provokingly bring them back to their own 
ſtandard. 


April 15th. , We ſet out about ſeven o'clock 
in the morning, and returned towards Argena, 
till 
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till we got into the road. Our way for eigh- 
teen miles lay over mountains, which ſuc- 
ceeded each other without the intervention of 
the ſmalleſt valley; for as ſoon as we had de- 


ſcended one, we found ourſelves at the foot of 


another. At twelve o'clock we arrived at 
Medan, or Argena Medan, where we halted 
half an . | | 


is 


Mledan is a large ſmelting town, ſeated on 
declivities, neat the foot of lofty mountains, 
with which i it is ſurrounded on all ſides : theſe 
mountains form continued chains, as far as the 
eye can reach? and bear the appearance of be- 


ing rich in mineral productions; the ſoil is. 
quite barren, producing nothing but a few 
ſtunted and deformed ſhrubs. The metals 


found in the mines of this place, are ſilver 
and i iron: the latter, extracted from its ore, I 
| ſaw in great abundance. Having left Argena 
Medan, we ſucceſſively aſcended, deſcended, 
and ſkirted very high mountains, until ſix 
o'clock ; we then came down into a fine, cul- 
tivated valley, about three miles broad, hav- 


ing 


| 
, 
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: ing a river on our right, which I take to be 
the Tigris: turning a little to the left, we tra- 
velled under the hills till eight o'clock in the 
evening, when we arrived at a village, where 
we paſſed the night. This country is called 
Quenk. | | 


April 16th. We ſet out at about ſix o'clock 
in the morning, and croſſing the valley ob- 


liquely, after riding four miles, paſſed a large 


village on our left, at the foot of a low hill; 
beyond this hill we found another valley, and 
about ten o'clock arrived at a large town, 
called Karpoot, which is ſituated on a rocky 


hill: this place was almoſt deſerted, and the. 


graſs was growing in ſome of the ſtreets. 
The garriſon was in a ſtate of great tumult 
and confuſion ; for the ſoldiers, divided into 
| parties, were firing at each other. As I was 
as yet ignorant of this, my curioſity was ex. 
cited by the report of the fire arms; and, 
without conſidering the danger to which I 
was expoſing myſelf, I went out on the top of 


the Konac, to diſcover what was the matter, 
1 was, 
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I was, however, immediately called back by 
the Tatar, who reprimanded me ſharply for 
my imprudence. From Karpoot we could fee 
four or five large villages below us, and the 
tops of the diſtant mountains covered with 
ſnow: we were obliged to halt for want of 
| horſes to e | 


April 19th. We waited under great anxiety 
to remove from this turbulent place till eleven 
o'clock, without being able to procure a ſuffi- 
cient number of horſes; I therefore cloſed 
with a propoſition made to me by the Tatar, 
that I ſhould ride a mule. We mounted i im- 
mediately, congratulating ourſelves with eſcap- 
ing unmoleſted, amidſt ſuch violence and li- 
centiouſneſs. | : 


| At nine o'clock at night we reached Gaban 
| Medan, ſeated on the banks of the Euphrates : 
it is a ſmelting town, and ſurrounded by 
mountains, like Argena Medan, which it re- 
Temples 1 in many other reſpects. 


For 
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For about ſeven miles before our arrival at 
Gaban Medan, the road was really dreadful: 
it was frequently a very rugged, narrow path, 
on the edge of tremendous precipices ; and 
though I truſted much to the ſagacity of my 
mule, the danger appeared ſo imminent, that 
I frequently difmounted. After we had got 
over the worſt paſſes, the Turkiſh ſervant's 
horſe fell, as did Mr. Morris's; but, fortu- 
nately, without injury to their riders. 
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April 18th. We did not ſet out till eleven 
o'clock this morning, having been detained by 
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unſucceſsful endeavours to procure freſh horſes; 

we therefore puſhed on with thoſe we had 

taken from Karpoot. At a ſhort diſtance: i 
from Gaban Medan we croſſed the Euphrates 
in a boat: we were here eleven hundred miles 
from its mouth, and found the ſtream very 
rapid. Having proceeded over a barren 
country, in which we obſerved a few flocks 
of ſheep, and ſmall encampments, at nine 
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o'clock at night we reached a poor village, 
called Cherin. 
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April 19th. We left Cherin at fix o'clock 
in the morning; and, after travelling about 
five miles, arrived at a village, where we ſat 
down to breakfaſt on the banks of a rivulet. 
A man, who was diſpatched hither before us, 
had procured freſh horſes and mules: that 
which I rode was neither ſo large, nor ſo trac- 
table, as the one I had from Karpoot. After 
travelling all day, we arrived at eight o'clock 
in the evening, hungry and tired, at Haſſan 
Chillibee, which, to our great mortification, 
we found deſerted by the inhabitants, who 
| were encamped at the diſtance of five miles 
further. By the advice of ſome people, who 
came with us to take care of the mules, we ſet 
off in queſt of the encampment; but, as the 
night was very dark, we loſt our road. After 
wandering a conſiderable time in a wild and 
mountainous country, with much danger and 
fatigue, we at laſt fortunately ſtraggled on the 
top of a village, where we ſaw light, and 
heard the barking of dogs: ſome people came 
out to us, who ſent an old woman to put us 
into the road. This village, as far as the 


darkneſs of the night would allow me to ob- 
ſerve, 
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ſerve, appeared to conſiſt of five or fix exca- 
vations of the ground, the apertures of which 
were covered with pieces of timber. We 
ſoon diſcovered lights at the diſtance of two 
miles before us, which proved to be the en- 
campment we were in ſearch of. For want 
of mattreſſes, Lieutenant Morris and myſelf 
were obliged to paſs the night o on the cold, 

damy — | 
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April 20th. About eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon we ſet out on freſh horſes, and at 
three vin the afternoon arrived -at Hadgee > 
Khan. Here we found a large building of 
| hewn ſtone, which ſerved the purpoſes of a 
' ſtable: it appeared to be of ſome antiquity, 

and to have been originally intended for a ® 
c better uſe. Hadgee Khan is a large village, 
but the people are poor, and much addicted 
to thieving ; the neighbouring country is bar- 
ren, and uninhabited. In the night two men, 
concluding that we were all aſleep, entered 
our room; one of them held a candle, while 
the other examined what they could conve- 
niently purloin: obſerving Bogos's *breeches, 
H | they 


MF JOURNA x. 


| they emptied the pockets of about the value 
| of ſ" ixpence, and then retired. As their booty 
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while to giver the alarm. 


April 21ſt, We left u Hadgee Khan at fix 

0 clock this morning, with freſh horſes ; and, 
as the road. was infeſted with robbers, we took 
a guard with us of ten horſemen, who accom- 
panied us half way to Deledtetas, where we 
arrived at two o'clock in the afternoon : we 
traverſed this day a barren, uninhabited coun- 
try, in very cold, ſleeting weather. On our 
| arrival A Tatar, whom. we found there, Bekir 
Aga, and Bogos, took poſſeſtion of the fire 
fide, in ſuch a manner as to exclude us all-day 
from deriving the leaſt comfort from i it. Nei- 
ther wine nor ſpirits were to be procured, and 
we could not even obtain the indulgence of a 
little hot water to make tea. To add to our 
diſcomfort, we had been wet through; and as 
our linnen had been put into one of the large 
bags, which the Tatar would not ſuffer us to 
open, we were obliged to paſs the night i in our 
un clothes. I found myſelf ſo cold on my 
mattreſs, 
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mattreſs, for want of being properly covered, 

that I thought it better to lie on the bare 
ground, and make uſe of my mattreſs as @ 
covering; by theſe means I enjoyed a tolera- 
ble degree of warmth till the middle of the 
night, when, theſe brutes being faſt aſleep, I 
got up, and dried myſelf by the fire. Lieu- 
_ tenant Morris ſuffered much this night, and 
angle a very ſevere cold, 
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© rites is d in a barren, deſert 
country, in the midſt of mountains, on n 
we obſerved a few fir trees. 


April 22d. We left Delectetas at fix o clock 
in the morning, with a guard of fix horſemen, 
who accompanied us a great part of the day. | 

We gallopped very hard for a conſiderable 

number of miles, till one of the packhorſes 98 
got into a ſlough, where we were detained 
above an hour. We reached Sivas about two 
o'clock in the afternoon. Mr. Morris com- bk 
plained of being very feveriſh, and unwel. 


Ha 


Sivas 


Sivas is the capital of a Paſhalic, and a very 
LY conſi iderable town: it is ſeated in a valley, about 
a mile to the weſtward of a large river, which 


= flows'to the ſouthward, and over which there 


are two ſtone bridges, at the diſtance of a cou- 
PE of miles from each other. 2 IM 

The country we paſſed to day was 8 

| cultivated, and almoſt barren; one diſtrict 


alone wore a better appearance. We ſet out 


again on excellent horſes, at five o'clock in 
8 the evening, in company with many Tatars, 
and other travellers, who were. going part of 
our way. We aſcended gradually ſome very 
high ground, till we reached a plain ; where 
3 the night came on very dark. It was with the 
utmoſt difficulty that we kept our party toge· 


ther, being frequently confounded with the 
other travellers that had ſet out with us from 


Sivas; however they ſoon left us, taking the 
route of the different places to which they 
were deſtined. Our. Tatar having lagged be. 
bind, we made a halt, to give him time to 


. join us, and to wait for the riſing of the moon. 


As ſoon as the Tatar had come up, he puſhed 
en at a briſk gallop ; and, though the night 


was 


4 


n 1 


was ſo dark we could not ſee the road, and did 
not know where every ſtep might throw us, 
we followed him cloſely, committing ours 
ſelves entirely to the ſtrength and ſagacity of 
our horſes. The people of theſe countries al- 
ways ride with a looſe rein; and when I at- 


tempted to keep a tight hand upon my 


horſe, I always found him reſtleſs and uneaſy. 
Bogos having ſlackened his pace, in order to 
wait for one of the packhorſes that was behind, 
Bekir rode up to him, and whipped him ſe- 
verely on the head and ſhoulders: this harſh 
treatment was received with perfect ſubmiſſion. 


As Bogos had paid, as well as ourſelves, for 
his journey, I began to have apprehenſions 


that the Tatar might ſome day try how far we 


ſhould be paſſive under ſimilar ill uſuage: we 


were, however, fully prepared to reſiſt any in- 


ſult of this kind. Lieutenant Morris kept up 
exceedingly well this day, conſidering how - 


much he was indiſpoſed. 


April 23d. About one o'clock this morn- 
ing we arrived at Karkoon; and, after a few 


| hours ſleep, ſet out again with the ſame horſes, 5 


and at two o'clock in the afternoon reached 
; H 3 . , Tocat, 
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Tocat. This is a large town, ſurrounded by 
hills in the form of an amphitheatre: it is de- 
fended by an old caſtle, which, as well as the 
houſes, and every other building, is tumbling 
to ruins. Tocat is the reſidence of a Baſhaw, 
and is celebrated for its excellent wines. 


April 24th. We halted at Tocat, for rant 
of horſes to proceed. Lieutenant Morris con- 
tinued uy unwel. 


April 25th. The- Tatar, Hs; and the 
Turkiſh. ſervant, equipped themfelves with 
ſwords and piſtols, and defired the Major and 
myſelf to accompany them; but as we did 
not approve of their deſign, which we conjec- 
tured was to preſs horſes, we feigned ſickneſs, 
in excuſe for our refuſal. They went out 
without us, and preſently returned with ſeve- 
ral horſes; which they ſaddled. Soon afterward 
we ſaw ſix men enter the Konac, who taking 
the ſaddles from the horſes, threw them on 
the ground, with expreſſions of great indigna- 
tion and contempt: our Tatar obſerved them, 
without daring to offer any oppoſition. At 
noon we Procured freſh horſes, which the 

. Tatar 
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Tatar paid for, and ſet out in company with 
two Turks. Having croſſed a river near To- 
cat, over a ſtone bridge, we | arrived at ſix 
o'clock in the evening at Aſſin, a ſmall vil- 
lage. We lodged this night in a ſtable; a 
fmall part of which was ſeparated from the 
ſtalls of the cattle by a mud wall, about two 
feet high. Lieutenant Morris's indiſpoſition 
appeared aggravated by the fatigue of the 
journey. 


April 26th. At fix o'clock in the morning 
we left Aſſin; and after following the courſe 
of the river we croſſed yeſterday, for a conſi- 
derable diſtance, came to the bed of another, 
which was now almoſt dry. Here we obſerv- 
ed the remains of a bridge, and a few 1 
huts, the appearance of which ſufficiently mani- 


feſted the wretchedneſs ofthoſe who had inhabit- 


ed them. We paſſed, near this, a ſmall detach- 


| ment of ſoldiers from Tocat, on their route to 


Join the army at Conſtantinople : the Baſhaw 
was on the march before them, at the head of 


a body of cavalry. This circumſtance had 


occaſioned the difficulty we found yeſterday i in 
H 4 procuring 
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procuring horſes. In the evening we reached 
Amaſia, in rainy, diſagreeable weather. Mr. 
Morris was in ſuch pain, from an inflamma- 


tion in his ancle, that he was hardly able to 
keep his ſeat on horſeback. 


Amaſia is a large town, on the dane of the 
river Kaſalmack, which runs through it: a 
great number of mulberry trees are produced 
in its neighbourhood, but the country in ge- 
neral is of a barren ſoil. This place i is remark- 
able for having given birth to Strabo, the ce- 
lebrated geographer, and for having been the 
ſeat of the ancient Amazons. 


April 27th. Having practiced freſh horſes, 
we left Amaſia at eight o'clock in the morning, 
and croſſing the river Kaſalmack, over a ſtone 
bridge, came to the foot of a hill: having 
| paſſed this, we traverſed a fine cultivated val- 
| ley, and reached the large town of Marſiwan, 
at two o'clock in the afternoon. Lieutenant 
Morris was ſo ill with an inflammation of his 
ancle and foot, together with rheumatic pains 
in his arms, that he could not bear his horſe 
to trot, IE Tatar, 1n order to urge him to 

. ; a quick 
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a quick pace, told him there were thieves on 
the road, and was proceeding to whip his 
horſe; but, obſerving Mr. Morris s indigna- 
tion at ſuch brutality, he thought proper to 
deſiſt ; and, gallopping on, left him to be 
broyght up by Bogos and myſelf. The Tatar | 
was very deſirous of continuing the journey 
this evening; but, obſerving Mr. Morris's 
ſevere illneſs, he was perſuaded to ſtop at 
Marſiwan, and ſend the merchandiſe forward 
under the care of Bogos. The Tatar finding 
a fidler, and ſome other Turks, in the Konac, 

ſeemed highly entertained i in their company. 

Arrack vas called for, of which they all drank 
an amazing quantity, undiluted: this fiery li- 
quor ſoon reduced them to a ſtate of the moſt 
brutal intoxication, in which they ſhrieked 

and howled like ſavages. Obſerving me fo- | 
menting Mr. Morris's ancle, they inſiſted they 
could do it berter, and, in their drunken at- 
| tempt, ſpilt the fomentation. The reader 
will eaſily conceive, that, in the midſt of ſuch * 
riot, it was impoſſible either to enjoy the re- 
freſhment of ſleep, or any other comfort, ne- 


ceſſary to reſtore my fick friend. 
| Ac | 


„ 
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April 28th. The Tatar __ ing his de- 
termination to wait no longer on account of 
Mr. Morris illneſs, that gentleman was com- 
pelled to mount at day break, in a very unfit 
ate to encounter the fatigues of a journey. 
In the earlier part of the day the Tatar frequent- 
ly diſmounted, owing to the fickneſs occa- 
ſioned by his laſt night's debauch: he after- 
wards gallopped on, leaving one of the drivers 
to conduct Mr. Morris. I likewiſe ſtaid be- 
hind, not only to bear him company, but to 
be at hand to give him ſuch aſſiſtance as his 
ſituation'required; We ſoon loſt our guide, 

and found ourſelves in the midſt of a wild, 

aner apr apo e ; [rays eee with the 
Unsusge to receive information from any one 
of the people whom chance might throw in 
our way: all that we could do was to follow 
the track before us; but as this branched off 
in different directions, and was ſometimes not 
to be diſcerned at all, we were often in a ſtate 
of the greateſt doubt and anxiety. At laſt, 
having aſcended an eminence, we came to a 
paſs defended by a guard-houſe, where we had 
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ce happineſs to find the Tatar, and the reſt 
of the party. After refreſhing ourſelves here 
for an hour, we ſet out again, and at four 
o'clock in the afternoon got into a town, called 


Olmanjike, about "wy miles diftant from 
Ae. 


Having procured freſh horſes, we prepared 
to ſet out from Ofmanjike, but had the great- 
eſt difficulty in perſuading Lieutenant Morris 
to proceed with us. His exertions this day 
(which were ſurprizing, if we conſider his 
weak and painful ſituation) had almoſt ex- 
hauſted his ſtrength and ſpirits: we prevailed 
on him at laſt, and ſer out for Hadjee Hamza, 
diſtant about twenty-four' miles. About five 
o'clock we croſſed the river Aitoezu, over a 
ſtone: bridge; and followed the courſe of the 
water, which was on our right hand the whole : 
way. | 


The Tatar accompanied us till duſk, and 
then puſnhed on towards the Konac, leaving us 
to the guidance of one of the drivers, with 
whom, from our mutual want of language, we 
ne could 
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could have no oral communication, a who 
was, beſides, a fellow of a ſurly diſpoſition. 
We had only travelled about ten miles from 
our laſt ſtage, when Mr. Morris ſeemed al- 
| moſt exhauſted: in order to ſupport his ſpi- 
rits, and call forth all his exertion, I often 
perſuaded him that he was near the Konac ; 
and he continued to advance for ſome time 
with extraordinary reſolution: at length, ſpent 
with fatigue, and ſinking under excruciating . 
pain, he declared himſelf unable to proceed 
any further. We were now benighted, in the 
midſt of a wild country, remote from any hu- 
man habitation, and on the brink of a fright- 
ful precipice. In this diſtreſſing and perplex- 

ing ſituation, I was for ſome time entirely at a 
Toſs how to act; on the one hand, I had little 
hope that my ſick friend would be able to 
reach the Konac; on the other, I feared, that 
if he paſſed the night on the wet ground, it 
would be fatal to his life. I determined, at laſt, 


to try if I could prevail on him to advance: 
for this purpoſe I made uſe of the moſt preſſing 


entreaties; 


and concluded with promiſing, 


that as ſoon as we ſhould find a rock that 


would 
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wheld afford us a little ſhelter, I would urge 
him to proceed no further that night. Over- 
come by my ſolicitations, he reluctantly con- 


ſented to move forwards, and we advanced 


for ſome miles. As his fever rendered him 
very thirſty, I went down to the river for 
ſome water, which recruited his ſtrength ſo 
much, that he found himſelf able to keep his 
ſeat on horſeback for ſome time longer. Af. 
ter riding a few miles we diſcovered a light, 

which appeared to be about a mile before us, 
and which we concluded to be the Konac; this 
agreeable ſight immediately operated as a cor- 
dial, in reviving the ſpirits of my companion. 
Hadjee Hamza was, however, four miles off; 


and if Mr. Morris had not poſſeſſed a degree 
of patience and perſeverance, which is found 


in few men, it would have been utterly im- 
poſſible for us to have reached the Konac that 
night. It was near midnight when we arriv- 


ed: Mr. Morris had almoſt loſt the uſe of his. 


hands and feet, and was otherwiſe ſo extremely 
ill, as to be unable to diſmount without aſſiſt- 
ance. I imagine, that if J had not deceived 
. in the diſtance we had before us, his ſpi- 
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zits would have been unequal to the perform- 
| ance of this day's journey, which was above 
fixty-four miles. People feldom know. how 
much they are capable of performing, till ne- 
—_— rt them t to exert = their _ 


April 29th. Ae Morris continued 
in the ſame dreadful ſtate as yeſterday, but 
was, notwithſtanding, prevailed upon to pro- 
ceed on the journey. We left Hadjee Ham- 
za at fix o'clock in the morning, and arrived 
at Tofia at two o'clock in the afternoon. On 
our road this day we forded 2 river, and croſſed 
the beds of ſeveral 0 torrents. 


April 780 We halted at Tofia, for want 
of horſes to acorn 


May ft. Continued at Toſia, — for 
horſes. 


This day the ſymptoms of Mr. "WET 
diſorder appeared aggravated: he had totally 
loſt the uſe. of his arms and legs, the joints of 
which were ſwelled, and highly inflamed; he 


was 


was feyeriſh, reſtleſs, and without appetite; 
and having ſubſiſted for ſome days almoſt en- 


tirely on water, yas in a ſtate of extreme de- 
bilit F 


SN 


May May zd. : Horſes being procured, the Ta- 


tar reſolved not to wait till Mr. Morris ſhould 


be better, but to ſet out immediately for Con- 
ſtantinople. Having, therefore, repaid me 


the hundred piaſtres he had borrowed at Diary 


bekir, he departed at eight o'clock this morn- 


ing, leaving Bogos to ferve as our conductor, 
as ſoon as Mr. Morris ſhould be in a condition 


Wen i wm juan, een rc 


Major ſhould accompany Bekir Aga, in order 
to forward to us, from Conſtantinople, ſuch 
remittances as we might haye occaſion for. 


Having called up all my chilofecky to re- 
concile me to the unpleaſant ſituation to which 


1 was reduced, I proceeded to viſit my pa- 
tient. He was ſtill perfectly helpleſs, and ſo 


racked with excruciating pain, that he looked 
forward with pleaſure to his expected diſſolu- 


tion, as the period of a ſtate ſo truly miſerable. 


Having 
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Having bled him, I adminiſtered ſuch medi. 
eines as I thought his caſe required, and in fix 
hours found him relieved beyond my. moſt 


ſanguine hopes: the pain and ſwelling of his 
Joints | was conſiderably abated, and he now 


fuffered very little, mere when he attempted 
| to move, \ 2 


May 3d. My patient was ſurprizingly bet- 
ter: the inflammation of his joints had almoſt 
Entirely ſubſided, and, with aſſiſtance, he 
could move a little about the room. He was, 
however, very weak, from a fever that came 
on in the evening, and was ſucceeded by cold 

ſweats. This day we were inhumanly turned 


cout of the Konac ; but Bogos ſoon procured us 
another lodging, at a ſhort diſtance, 


May 4th. Mr. Morris continued in a ſtate 
of rapid improvement. He this day felt, for 
the firſt me ſince his illneſs, a little appetite 
for food; ; and was able, with the ſupport of 
my arm, to walk about his room. My own 
ſpirits were greatly raiſed by fo near a proſ- 


pect of his recovery. 
May 
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May sth. Mi. Morris had this day entire- 
ly. recovered. the uſe of his legs, and of one 


arm. His evening fever was neither ſo vio- 
lent, nor of ſuch long duration, as on former 


nights; and the cold ſweats being diminiſhed, 


he felt himſelf confiderably ſtronger. As I 


was anxious: to proceed, and.the weather was 


now very mild, I urged him to leave our pre- 


ſent quarters; obſerving, that his ſtrength 
would be ſooner recovered by moderate exer- 


ciſe in the open air, than by confinement in 


the houſe; and that the nearer we could get 
to Conſtantinople, the greater reſources we 
ſhould find, in caſe of any untoward accident. 
He readily aſſented to the truth of what I had 
| advanced; and we cheerfully prepared to leave 
a place where we had experienced ſo much 
harſh and inhoſpitable treatment. Having, 
with great difficulty, procured horſes, we ſet 


out at one o'clock from Toſia. About an 


hour after our departure there came on a hea- 
vy ſhower of rain and hail, followed by a very 
cold wind; and, as we were completely wet, 


I began to fear Mr. Morris might have a re- 
1 5 lapſe.” 
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lapſe. We afterwards ſuffered greatly from 

_ thirſt, not being able to find water for many 

hours. In the duſk of the evening, as we 
were deſcending a hill, we diſcovered, at a 

ſhort diſtance before us, the Konac, in which 


Ve were-to halt for the night; but truſting to 


the guide, he led us five miles out of the road, 
and as the night was dark, we found ourſelves 
' abſolutely at a toſs how to proceed. The, wea- 
ther was rainy, and my convaleſcent friend 
ſo cold, and ſo much exhauſted by fatigue, 
that if we had been obliged to paſs the night 
on the ground, I do not believe he would have 
ſurvived i it. Coja Bogos, who, for our greater 
ſecurity and convenience, had afſumed the 
Turkiſh name of Ibrahim Aga, and the cha- 
racter of a Tatar, | proceeded to inflict ſevere 
| chaſtiſement on the driver, who had miſtaken 


the road: this ſtep, however, had no tenden- 


ey to relieve our preſent diſtreſs. We ſhould. 
have continued to wander in uncertainty till 
day light, if, upon recollection of the poſition 
inf Hah we had ſeen the Konac ſome hours 
| befbt&1 had not luckily conjectured on which 
ice dees it lay : im conſequenee of my advice' 
= | | | the 
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the whole party turned to the right, and ſoon 


found 3 a track which led to the top of a hill; 


here we luckily met two Turks, who directed 
us into the road. As the night was extreme- 


ly dark, I was fearful that a falſe ſtep of my 
horſe might throw me down the precipices 


we had to paſs ; I therefore diſmounted, but 
when on foot, found myſelf, through the 
' weight and aukwardneſs of my Turkiſh dreſs, 
unable to keep up with the party; while the 


height of the ſtirrup, and the looſe manner in 


which the Turkiſh horſes are girted, render- 
ed it equally impoſſible for me to remount 
without their aſſiſtance. Having fallen con- 
ſiderably behind my companions, I began to 


fear that I ſhould loſe them, and therefore 


called out as loudly as I was able. After ſeve- 
ö ral unſucceſsful attempts, I made them hear 
me; and with their help remounted my horſe, 
fully determined, for the future, rather to run 


any riſk, than put myſelf again into ſo dif. 


agreeable a predicament. At ten o clock we 
arrived at the Konac, called Cajaſate Z which, 


though 4 miſerable village, was full of ah¹,Ul 
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to. travellers ſo wearied in body and mind as 


we were. Bogos had no ſooner alighted, than 
h he began to beat the driver afreſn for loſing 
the road: by the mediation of the reſt of the 


people he was prevailed upon to deſiſt, but not 
till he had given the poor fellow many ſevere 


cuts of his whip. Bogos, whom for the fu- 
ture we ſhall call Ibrahim, with the name had 
aſſumeq; all the inſolence and violence of a 
real Tatar: of this* he had already given us 


many proofs; for though Mr. Morris was · ſo 


weak as to be unable to travel faſt, he was 


perpetually, and unneceſfarily, teizing him to 
quicken his pace; while, on the other hand, 
he would himſclf ſtop on the road, and come 
up ſo ſlowly, that we were frequently obliged 

to walt for him, My companion had ſuffered 
ſo much fatigue this day, that a good night' 8 
reſt ſeemed abſolutely neceſſary to enable him 


(24101 


47 to Proſecute 1 his journey; this, however, was a 
' comfort, which neither he nor myſelf yere. to 


90 TY a drunken Tatar, of a ſavage; aſpect, ; 


a 324 & #3 


ar ho il noi! fc; with ca Turk; for the 
72 o [11 059 H 2111925! & Agron. 
. greater 


Ker Lyh bs had ect ws on the road „made f ſuch 
N 


"7 


JOURNAL. 119 


greater part of the night, as prevented our 


Setting any lep till morning. 
May 6th. We found that it had frozen 


Hard in the night, and that ſome ſnow had 


fallen. My companion was much better than 


I expected, conſidering how much he had ſuf- 
fered . in our march the preceding evening; he 
Was, hbwever, ſtill very weak. Having pro- 


cured freſh horſes; we ſet out, at ſeven o'clock 
inthe morning, for,Carachurin, where we ar- 


"rived at two. A detachment of ſoldiers were 
quartered in this place; and, as ſome of the 


inhabitants inſiſted we were Ruſſians, (with 


whom the Turks are at war) we were 
not without apprehenſions of being inſulted: 
however, one of them having read our pals, 
which proved to what nation we belonged, we 
| togk our repoſe for about an hour, unmoleſted. 
We then remounted our horſes to proceed to- 


wards Corregelar; but Ibrahim, who to the 


inſolence of a Turkiſn Tatar added the ava- 


rice of an Armenian merchant, refuſed to 


make any preſent to the people of the Konac, 
and in the heat of the diſpute, occaſioned by 
this refuſal, threatened to beat them: how- 

3 ever, 
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ever, notwithſtanding his menaces, they kept 


faſt hold of his bridle till their demands were 


ſatisfied. Lieutenant Morris and myſelf, from 
the beginning, had withdrawn to a ſhort diſ- 


tance, that we might not be involved in the 


poſſible ill conſequences of an altercation, in 


which, from our ignorance of the language, 
we could take no part. At four o'clock we 


reached the village of Corregelar. On our 


road we paſſed the Tatar who had been ſo 


troubleſome to us the preceding night. The 
common phraſe, « dead drunk,” could not be 


more aptly applied than to this man: his ſer- 


vant rode behind him, holding him up by 
the middle of the body, while his head hung 


as low as the ſtirrup, and he was to all appear- 
ance without either ſenſe or motion. He was 


brou ght into the Konac ſoon after our arriyal, 


where loud ſnoring was the only ſign of life he 


_ exhibited. This day we paſſed over a high, 


bleak country; and, though we travelled at a 


briſk rate, our hands and feet were 9 


| with the cold. 


May 
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OW th. Having procured freſh horſes, 
we ſet out at ſeven o'clock in the morning: ; 
251 paſſing through the village of Sarſees, 
which was full of ſoldiers, we arrived at Bain- 
der, about twelve at noon. Ibrahim "was ſo 
intolerably troubleſome to my fick companion 
on the road to this place, that, finding threats 
of perſonal chaſtiſement inſufficient to repreſs 
his inſolence, I at laſt preſented my piſtol at 
him: this had all the effe& I could wiſh; and | 
he remained perfectly quiet for many hours. 
We ſet out from Bainder at one o'clock, with 
freſh horſes. On our departure, Ibrahim 
again diſputed about the preſent required by 
the people of the Konac ; but they held the 
reins of our horſes till he had complied with 
their demands. We arrived at Jeredare by 
ſun ſer, and ſaw icicles hanging from the 
eaves of the houſes more than two feet in 
length. Notwithſtanding the inclemency of 
the weather, the want of clothing proper for 
the climate, and the badneſs of the accommo- 
dations in the Konacs, Mr. Morris's health 
and ſpirits were evidently 3 improving; ſo that, 
| 14 in 
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in ſpite of all the inconveniences and fatigues 
we had yet to encounter, I was not without 
hopes of overtaking Major Macleod and the 


Tatar before their arrival at „ | 


* 


3 


May sth. It krone hard; andi in the middle 


ol the night a damp was given to the agree- 
able hope that had lately cheered me; for 


Lieutenant Morris became reſtleſs and uneaſy, 


and exhibited other ſtrong ſymptoms of a re- 


lapſe: however, as he did not complain much 
in the morning, we left Jeredare at ſix o'clock. 
About half way between this place and the 
next Konac we found a paſs, defended by fix 
ſoldiers] who, if required, ſupply travellers 


with proviſions. Here we made a meal of 


fried eggs and bread; and were informed by 
a Tatar, that he had ſeen the reſt of our com- 
pany two days“ journey before us: hence it 


appeared, that we had gained a day upon 
, for cher had ſet off above three days 
before us. Soon after leaving the guard- 
. houſe, we paſſed ſeveral ſmall detachments of 


the Turkiſh army, whoſe converſation we 


i avoided, 8 puſhing on at a briſk pace. The 
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country we faw this day was barren, 410 little 
cultivated. We got into Boli, a large town 


ſeated on a plain, at twelve o'clock at noon. 
About eight 'o'clock at night we heard two or 


three ſhots, fired, and the noiſe of people run 
ning to and fro in the ſtreets: this rather 


alarmed us, and the door of the Konac was 
immediately bolted. Upon enquiry, we found 
that the firing we had heard was occaſioned 
by ſome diſpute among the ſoldiers, who were 
quartered here. A Turkiſh officer came into 
the Konac this evening, and enquired who we 
were. Ibrahim, after giving his account of 
us, added, that he was himſelf a Turk. Af 


ter receiving the compliment of a pipe and 


coffee, the officer departed, wiſhing us a good 


journey. He was a well-behaved, agreeable 


man, of about the age of thirty. After he 


was gone, Ibrahim exulted with intemperate 


joy, at having ſo well counterfeited the Turk. 
May gth. We left Boli at fix o'clock in the 
morning, mounted on freſh, but very bad horſes, 


and at a ſhort diſtance from the town overtook 


three detachments of ſoldiers, on their march to 


the capital. We proceeded through a large foreſt, 
| | : and 
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and over high hills, till near two o'clock, when 
we reached a ſmall village, called Duſchea. 
It was with great difficulty that I brought my 
companion to this place, owing to the return 
of the inflammation in his joints. I had been 
frequently obliged to take him off his horſe on 
the road, that he might have a few minutes 
reſt, without which it would have been impoſ- 
ſible for. him to have performed this day's 
journey. On his arrival I ſound him ſo ill, 


from pain and fatigue, that I determined to 


wait here until the next morning. There 
were in the Konac ten or twelve Tatars, on 
| their route from different places to Conſtanti- 
j .nople, who urged us much to proceed with 

| them. One of them very civilly repreſented, 
that the ſoldiers were ſoon to come into the 
place, who might get drunk, and, finding we 
were Chriſtians, might rob and murder us; 
that our road lay through a wood, which was 
infeſted with thieves, and dangerous to paſs, 
unleſs in a numerous party; concluding with an 
offer, to wait for us two or three hours. I readily 
acquieſced with what he had advanced; but 
1 as 


I r as 


as. my friend was unable to move, I was 

| obliged to decline his civil offer. The party 
of Tatars, nevertheleſs, ;., waited two hours; 
when, finding there was no proſpect of Mr. 
Morris's: being able to travel, they departed. 
Soon after they had gone, a party of ſoldiers 
came | inco the Konac, who were prevented 


from diſcovering that we were. foreigners, by 


our feigning ſleep, and continuing on our mat- 
treſſes till they left the village next morning. 

May roth. The pain Lieutenant Morris 
felt yeſterday, having ſomewhat abated this 
morning, we left Duſchea, on freſh horſes, at 
ſeven o'clock, and arrived at Hindak about 
one. The valley of Duſchea is rich, and, in 


ſome places, very well cultivated. In the ear- a 


lier part of the day we forded a river, and 
_afterwards croſſed two others of a larger ſize, 
over wooden bridges. Finding a rivulet on 
our road, at the foot of ſome pleaſant, verdant 
hills, we ſat down on its banks to eat ſome 
_ eos when a Turkiſh ſoldier, who belonged 
to a detachment which had come up with us, 
ſeeing a Japan mug in my hand, took it gent- 
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. and proceeded on his march without ſpeaking 
| a word: he was followed by two or three 
more Who mate uſe of it in the like manner; 
as ſoond as they had given it back to me, 
I nepped our of the way of others, "who 
- were coming up, for fear that I ſhould at laft 
loſe this little convenient veſſel, which, chough 
of not intrinſic value, we had found of the. 
higheſt uſe during the whole journey. The 
latter part of our road lay, for many miles, 
through the wood, of "which the Tatars, at 
+" had given us fo + gran = 
e 


F * * 
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Licatenanit Mortis was very unwilling to 8⁰ 
any further this evening; he, however, yield- 
ed to the repreſentations I made him of the 

many inconveniences we muſt ſubmit to, if 
we ſtaid at this place.” We procured good 
Horſes for Sabanja, at the rate of two piaſtres 


for each horſe, and ſet out at two o'clock from 
Hindak. As we were on the pdint of departing, 
Iorakitn fell into one we wy r di ſputes 
0 with 


\ 


* 


with the maſter of the Konac, reſpecting the 
hire of the horſes : the altercation was not of 
long duration, for the Turk, with great cool- 
neſs, and gravity, laid Hold of Ibrahim!s horſe, 
and unſaddled him, and the pretended Tatar 
vas reduced to ſolicit for him, on the Turk's 
oun terms. The firſt part of our journey this 
evening lay over a morals, rendered paſſable 


by: a fort of bridge or cauſeway, which conſiſt- 
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ed of large pieces of timber laid parallel to 
each other, over which were ſmaller pieces, 
: croſſing the former at right angles: this led us 
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to a diſagreeable road, which was frequently 
interrupted by ditches.-and bogs, in one of 
which Mr. Morris's horſe had nearly ſtuck 
faſt. At four o clock i in the evening we pafſed 

5 * detachments of the [Turkiſh army, whichsz 
were encamped, As we had a long way 25 5 
go, and had ſuſficient experience of the diſ- 5 


comſort of travelling i in this wild country by 
night, we puſhed, on for two hours at a briſk 
gallop, till we came to a tiver called Zacha- 


rea, which we croſſed, at ſun ſet, by a wooden 


bridge, about a quarter of a mile in length, 
but of a very rude conſtruction. We were 
5 told 
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told here, that Sabanja was not far off; und 
therefore advanced only at a moderate pace 
till dark, when we came to one of the worſt 
: roads I hadever met with: it lay througha mo- 
' raſe, and was interſected by ſuch a number of 
different tracks, that the driver who conduct- 
ed us was at a loſs which to take. We, how. 
ever, continued to advance; and, notwith- 
ſtanding every precaution we could take, our 


horſes were frequently up to the belly in mud 
and water. We were now many miles beyond 
the Zacharea, but found no ſigns of the vici- 
nity of any town: we at laſt came to a large 
lake on our right, along the edge of which we 
waded for four miles, ſo deeply in the water, 
that not only our boots, but our bundles of 
clothes. medicines, and tea, were completely 
wetted. After leaving the lake, we came to 
a muddy ditch, which was hardly paſſable; 
| after. many unſucceſsful attempts ro croſs it 
on horſeback, I diſmounted, and examining 
the banks, found a narrow dam, which barely 
afforded a paſſage to a man on foot; this, 
however, I determined to attempt, leading 


my horſe after me. I ſucceeded; and in the 
A ä ; ſame 
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ſame manner, though with. more difficulty, 
led over Mr. Morris's horſe. Ibrahim, who 
had attempted to croſs in another place, ſtuck 
faſt in the mud, from which we fortunately 
extricated him. We did not arrive at Sabanja 
till ten o'clock at night; fo that it muſt have 
been many miles further than was reported to 
us at · the river Zacharea. On our arrival, we 
found the Konac ſo full of Tatars, that we had 
not room to lie down, even on the bare 
ground; however, the ſervant was perſuaded 
to find a corner for Mr. Morris, who was ſtill 
extremely ill of his rheumatic diſorder, and 
unable to walk. For my own part, I could 
find no room till two o'clock in the morning, 
when moſt of the Tatars departed. We en- 
joyed a little ſleep; and felt our ſpirits greatly 
raiſed by the reflection, that we were now at a 
ſhort diſtance from Conſtantinople. 


May 11th. We teft Sahanja at fix o'clock 
in the morning; and at ſome diſtance from the 
town we were overtaken by two armed men, 
who kept with us for a conſiderable time, re- 
gulating their motion by ours. As their ap- 
4 | pearance 


% 
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pearance and behaviour was rather an 
we ſtopped ; and Ibrahim, in the authoritative 


tone of a Tatar, inſiſted upon their leaving us, 


which they refuſed to do. We then made 


ready our arms, to ſhew them we were pre- 
pared to reſiſt any violence they might be me- 


ditating: they nevertheleſs continued to ac- 
company us till we came in fight of a detach- 
ment of ſoldiers, when they fell behind. 


About half way between Sabanja and Iſmit, 


we forded a river; and the driver having taken 
a deeper part of the water than ourſelves, wet- 


ted all Ibrahim's bags: this little accident af- 


fected him with unreaſonable concern, and 
threw him into ſuch a rage againſt the driver, 
that, in the true ſpirit of the character he aſ- 
ſumed, he beat him without mercy. At the 
diſtance of a mile from Iſmit, we paſſed a ſe- 
cond detachment of ſoldiers, and croſled a ri- 
ver, over a ſtone bridge. Nor far from hence 


we ſaw a large encampment of horſe and foot. 
>. $ Ve 


The different detachments of the Turkiſh army I ſaw 


* my journey, exhibited no marks of military regu- 
larity 


— 
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: We arrived at Tkair at twelve o clock at noon, 


* 
Fg 


but Mr. Morris continued ſo ill, that it was 
impoſlible to proceed any further till he ſhould 


be a little recovered ; we. therefore. agreed. to 


„ W M : | 
larity and diſcipline: they marched without order; ſome 
of them mounted either on horſes, aſſes, or mules. Their 
dreſs was not uniform, but they had generally a ſhort jac- 
ket, coarſe, and of a dark colour, with wide breeches : 
ſome wore ſhoes of gon = or raw hides; others woollen 
gaiters, faſtened with a cord, or ropes of {raw twiſted 
round their legs. Their arms conſiſted of ſhort, light muf- 
kets, without bayonets, mounted according to the fancy of 
the owners, and of knives of different lengths. The offi- 
cers were well mounted, and handſomely clothed ; but in 
a dreſs ill ſuited to the activity of a military life. The 


Janiſſaries, formerly ſo much talked of, have at this day 


nothing but the EsrRIT pz Cores to diſtinguiſh them 
from the bulk of the army. In this deſcription may be in- 
cluded the artillery; and, as the operations of that corps 
do in particular require military ſeience, it is, compara- 


tively ſpeaking, inferior to the infantry. The cavalry, 


perhaps, are entitled to more conſideration. The irregu- 


larity, licentiouſneſs, and military ignorance, common to 


the Ottoman forces in general, is equally found in their 
beſt ſquadrons ; but the activity, ſpirit, and docility of 
the horſes, renders this corps the moſt efficient in the 
Turkiſh army ; and, indeed, it is upon this that they de- 
pend for the ſucceſs of their military operations. 
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hap here! till by proper car and the uſe of 
medicines, he ſhould be in a one to tra- E 
yel. We had now che happineſs to find our- 
ſelves within fixty miles of Conſtantinople, 
| and on the ſhore of that ſea, whoſe waters s waſh 
the borders of Ae 
| 3 
Ilmit, the ancient Nicomedia of f Bithynia, 
is a large populous town, ſeated on i the decli- 
pity of a hill, and extending to the fea ſide : 
it has a good port, in' a gulph bf the ſame 
name. TheKonac in which we were lodged was 
crowded with, people; and there was a general 
ſtir and buſtle 1 in the town, owing to the neigh- 
bourhood of che encampment which we paſ-. 
ſed on the road. Such a ſituation was not 
very likely to afford thoſe conveniences for 
my fick friend, which were the = of our 
intended ſtay in this place; w we therefore de- 
nner to take the opportunity of a boat, 
that was juſt departing for Conſtantinople, 
which we conſidered as the period of our fa- 
tigues, and as replete with all the comforts 
neceflary for Mr. Morris's#ill ſtate of health. 
I immediately Prepared Tuck proviſions as I 


ts ' Thought 


2 


1 
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5 : BD 
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As. 


_ thought Neceſſary ; and in an ERP after our 
arrival at Iſmit we were under fail for Con- 
Rantinople: » Lieutenant Morris paſſed a bad 
night, partly owing to the inconſiderate bru- 
_ rality of Ibrahim, who, having got drink 
with the liquors F had provided for the paſ- 
4 ſage, came down into the cabin to fleep. 
There was hardly room for one perſon to lie in 
it t at full length, and Mr. Morris vas ſtill in 
our pain, .and without the uſe of his legs; ſo 
that the intruſion of the Armenian prevented 
his getting any fleep the whole night. Our 
boatmen were the moſt civil Turks I ever met 
with: one of them treated me with coffee; 


travelling, aſked me if I was a Muſſulman: as 

F he was himſelf of that perſuaſion, and, of 
courſe, injolerant towards all other religions, I 
thought it prudent to anſwer, that, by the 

\« bleſſing of God, I was. This converſation, 
which I began to fear might be puſhed to 

an unpleaſant length, was interrupted by the 
Captain, who ſharply reprimanded the ſailor 


Our fellow paſſengers were about forty in 
a | K 2 number, 
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and, aſter an enquiry from what quarter I was 


for the liberty he took in queſtioning me. 
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number, and mae y of the Armenian en, 
The weather was pleaſant, and the water per- 
fectly ſmooth; this, indeed, is generally the 
caſe in the Propontis, or Sea of Marmora, which 
we were now navigating; and even when the 
wind is violent, it is ſeldom ſo agitated, but 
that, veſſels are perfectly ſafe. Having paſſed 
by a cluſter of ſmall iſlands, we ha a beauti- 
ful, but diſtant, proſpect of Conſtantinople. | 
We then paſſed near Kadi-Kieu, the ancient 
Calcedon; and croſſing the Boſphorus, at 
eight o'clock at night arrived at Conſtantino- 
ple. It was now tbo te to go on ſhore, we 
therefore. remained on board the boat till the 
next morning. "hp 
May 13th, Mr, Morris was unable to walk; 
and the narrowneſs of the ſtreets in Conſtanti- 
nople does not allow the uſe of carriages; 1 
therefore hired a man to carry him to the 
houſe of Mr. Humphreys, an Engliſh mer- 
chant. This gentleman, and his whole family, | 
treated us with ſuch kindneſs and hoſpitality, 
as was only to be found among our own coun- 
trymen. We found ; Major: Macleod here, 
| who 
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who had arrived only two days before us. We 
were ſoon informed that the plague had begun 
o rage in this city, and at Smyrna was very 
rife; but we were become ſo accuſtomed to 


* | 
danger, 9 this ſcourge of nations gave us 


little concern. 1 
*. # * 2 ; 


* 


* 


The city of Conſtantinople i is inhabited by © 
Turks, Jews, Armenians, and Greeks: and it 
is a curioys ire ee that the plague is 
ſeldom equally deſtructive to all theſe diffe- 
rent nations at the ſame time; its ravages are 


generally confined to one of them, while the 


reſt, comparatively ſpeaking, ſuffer but little 
loſs. | . 


"I 


Some years ago, an inhabitant of the ſhores 
of the Euxine ſea, ſucceſſively cured ſeven 


hundred perſons of the plague, at Conſtanti- 


nople ; and it was thought that he was in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a ſpecific for that deſtructive malady. 
Some time after, the plague broke out again, 
and the phyſician was ſent for; but notwith- 
ſtanding the ſingular efficacy of his remedies 
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on the former bo he was now ns un. 


. 


able to relieve in a ſingle caſe. 8 
. e N F * = fx 4 

T The harbour of Conſtantinople, though one | 

of the fineſt and lateſt in the world, labours + WW 4 
under a conſidgrable diſadvantage, from . 
poſition; for as the North wind almoſt con-" 
ſtantly blo# in theſe quarters, and a ſtrong 
current ſets down the ſtraits fram che Black 
Sea, veſſels are generally obliged 2. anchor in 
ſome part of the Helldpony, where they are 


ſometimes 33 for two months, before 
the wind is fair for the port. To attempt to 


. 


give an account of a place ſo well known as 
the city of Conſtantinople, would be ridicu- * 
lous here, and greatly exceed the bounds Ihave 
propoſed to myſelf in this - Journal ; I ſhall 
therefore refer my reader to the many excellent 
5 accounts, which have been already publiſhed 
FO this celebrated W 


The war between the Turks and Imperial 
powers prevented our returning, as we origi- 
nally intended, by Vienna; we therefore took 

; our paſſage in a French ſhip, bound to Trieſte. 
| By 


By the ue of taedivine, aid the Kin treats , 
ment of our hofpitable Entertafner at Conſtan- 


+ #Fifople, Weg nant Mortis's kSick v was now 


* 


"pretty well tored; and nothing mamed 
but to re tis 
+ ecruit 4 enge. 
— May. 18th. We departed © Bom Conftanti- 
Se at four o 0 in the evening. | 
4 OI 3 4 


Ny Ti We kept along the coaſt of 


Eufdpe, ve was verdant and well cultivated, 
as far as R 
chor, at five o'clock in the evening, This is 
a pretty town, ſeated on the fide of a hill: 


. Mere we continued taking' in cotton till 


May 25th, ip the morning, when we weigh- 


ed anchor: we did not make much way, ow- 
ing to the | 
the ifland bf Marmora' on our left hand, which 
has a hifly, barren appearance, and is little 
cultivated, The country on our right had 


ckneſs of the wind. We paffed 


_— the fanle alpget. 


wy” 26th. We paffed 4 ſmall town, called 
2 fituared on the ſtraits of the ſame 
K 4 name, 


% al, 1 


* | 
? where we cnc to an an- 


o 


ngme, formerly called the Helleſpont. Ar 
four o'clock in the evening we came to an anz 
chor at the Dardanelles; where theyg are two 
forts, of po great eonſequence, the defence 2 
of the ſtraits; they are ſituated oppoſite 8 
each other, and are the Seſtos and Abydos of . 
the ancients. At the Dardanelles all ſhips, 
either coming or going, are obliged to ſtaß. 
to take a paſs. Though the country, gn. Bock 
ſides of the ſtraits, is barren and hilly, they : 


preſent a begutiful and romantig, proſpect, in 


which the diſtant and ſnowy top of Mount 


Olympus is no inconſiderable odject. 


May 27th. About ſix o'clock in the mom 


ing we weighed anchor, and a Turkiſh offer 


came to us with our paſs: he did not come 
on board, but delivered the papers from the 
end of a ſtick. As ſoon as we had received 


them, they were held ſome time over the 
ſmoak of a fire; this cuſtom has been adopted 
to prevent the communication uf the plague, 
which was then doing much havock in the 
neighbourhood of the Dardanelles. Sobn af. 
ter we had got under way, we came in fight 
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of 


% 
. + * 


\ 4 . 
3 JOURNAL uy 
TE 
of three batteries, at the entrance of the Hel- 
lent, two of which are on the European, 
: and. the thizd on the Aſiatic ſide of the ſtrait: 


1 


4 


theſe were built by a French engineer; ; but, 
„ thQob tolerably  Trrong, they are unequal to 
prevent the N of an enemyꝰs fleet. 


1 We left the mouth of the eats wicrthe 


. wind and- current in our favour, and ſoon came 
in fight of the Hands of Teneijos and Ebros, 
both on our right hand: we failed cloſe to the 


bore, which was once occupied by the famous 
city of Troy. The country had a very ſterile 


appearance, only producing a few buſhes. As 


we approached Tenedos, we obſerved a town 


on its caſtern fide, and an old caſtle. About 


nine o'clock, AM. we ſaw Lemnos; and at 
noon came in ſight of Mytelene, formerly Lef. 

bos. At one o'clock, P.M. diſcovered Scio 
on our leſt, and St. Strade on our right; and 


at ſix deſcried St. George. A fine fair breeze 
all day. 


1 
May 28th. Weather ſtill fair. Saw Cape 


Doro on the Negropont, towards the right, 
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and the 18 of Andes, ET SL" Ats 
eleven &clock, A.M. paſſtd bebweef 
when we ſaw Zea, Tine, Syra; and Jura, 12 
of the Cytlades. It i priſleipally from these 
iflands that Pera of Conſtantinople is fu 

with Greek ſervatits: We obſerved four v 
at anchor at Zeg, and ſteered between - T7 
ifland and Ifola Longa. At three o Jock, 
P. M. we were abteaſt of Termee, and in ſignt 
of Serfou. All theſe iſdande, a8 well as the 
main land, are hilly, and have a gere ap- 
Peararice: the few ſpors which appear - to be 
cultivated produce the vine. At eleven o Non 
P. an we — St. George. 


4 


#. 


#44 


$ 


Mey % We were W ing 
the ** of Pero, and the miin land, in fight 
oh our right; and Antimillo, Bell Pola, and 
Talconiera ahead. 


May Zoth. Becalmed, We * to a 
French . at ſun 9 


May 31ſt: A very gentle breeze; Cavari in 
ſight in the morning; paſſed it at eleven 


&'clock, P.M. 
# June 
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June ih. A calm. Cape Ange, Candia, 
2 Cerigo, in ſight, and Cavari cloſe aſtern. 
About five o clock in the evening, diſcovered 
three corſairs a-head, near Cape Ange. The 
French frigate we ſpoke to the 3oth ult. bore 
down to us, to direct us to be on our guard 
againſt the corſairs; we accordingly put up 
ren lights. 0 


To 


> 


June 2d. The wind was freſh, but from a 


foul quarter, At four o cloak) A.M. we clears 


ed Cape Ange; having Cerigo on our right, 
and Candia in fight a-head. All theſe iſlands 


have a ſterile, uncultivated appearance, The 1 
French frigate kept company with us, and —_ 
the corfairs any 
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1 1 Saw the ſhowy mountains of Can- | WM 

dia, and of the Morea, having ſome rocks be. | W 

; tween Candia and Cerigo a-head. As the M 

wind was foul, we lay to this night, after 
clearing the rocks, f 


June 4th. The wind continued contrary, 


and we weathered Cerigo, and at night ſtood 
| in 


1 5 


4 


in for the main land: we made little way 


: this day. ene 


23 
” 


* & * vv : 


* 5th. The wind foul and 8 wo 


tacked frequently in khe gulph of Pagana, to 
clear Cape Matapan, but without effect, and 
at night lay to under the land. We put up 
our dead lights, on account of two large boats 
and a brig, which we ſuppoſed were corlairs, # 


: and made ready our {mall arms, and loaded 


the guns, of which our Feſſel carried half a 


dozen, three and fix pounders, 
"Ae - 


A 


June 6th, The wind abated, and 1 


more favourable, which enabled us to clear 
Cape Matapan early in the morning: the land 
upon it is rocky and barren. At ten o'clock, 
A.M. the wind became foul, and blew ſo 
ſtrong from the North-Weſt, that we were 
_ obliged to put back into the gulph of Pagana, 
in company with a Neopolitan brig. About 


. fix o'clock, P.M. it abated, and we put out 


again. 


june 


s. 


f 


a) 


16 21 141 


* 


I ith: About two o'clock, A: M. the 
wind died away, and left a prodigious ſwell. 


N After two attempts to double Cape Matapan, 


we were obliged to return to the gulph of Pa- 
na, owing to ſqualls of wind and rain from 


the North-Weſt, ae came on violently to- 


wards the evening; and which were ſucceeded 
by a calm. 
GS. Xx ; 

June $th. The calm continued, and in 
ſpite of every effort we could make, the cur- 
rent drove us within a few yards of the rocks 
of Cape Matapan. We heaved the lead, but 
could find no bottom. In this diſtreſs we 
took ſuch precautions as occurred, to prevent 
our drowning, after the veſſel ſhould have 


: ſtruck againſt the rocks; and, as I could not 
ſwim, I prepared to tie myſelf to an oar, as 


the only means that gave me a chance of pre- 
ſerving my life. Juſt as the veſſel was on the 
point of ſtriking, we let go the anchor, which, 


to our great joy and ſurprize, found bottom, 


and prevented her from driving any further. 


We were ſo near the rocks, that ſome wild 


Greeks, called Maniots, who were obſerving 
us, 
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us, were ſpoken to by one of the paſſengers. 
As there was à Venetian mag of war at anchor 
at ſome diſtance from us, we fired a gun, 2 
fignal of diſtreſs; and in about an hour's time a 
boat with ten men came down to our aſſiſtance. a 
We got ready two anchors ta warp her off the | 
| ſhore; but when the Manjots perceived that 
we were endeavouring to get the veſſel away, 


they immediately fired upon us from the rock; 
but, though they were at the diſtance of a very 
few yards, the ſhip's company eſcaged unhurt. 
A light breeze ſpringing up, aſſiſted us in our 
ſtrenuous endeavours to get out of the reach 
of this new danger, which we at laſt happily 
effected, leaving the two anchors behind us. 
Theſe Maniots are the inhabitants of the hills, 
who are not acceſſible to the oppreſſion and 
inſolence of the Turks: they are wretchedly 
poor, and generally addicted to rapine and 
violence. We ſtood out to ſea, in company 
with the Venetian man of war, but in about two 
hours it began to blow again from the North- 
| Weff, and continued ſtormy the whole night. 


June 
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June gtd. The North / Welt wind "RE 

ing to blow with great vialence, we were 

b obliged to oY into thg gulph af Pagana, 


 whete we anchored in a part of-it called Nar. 
„ ganiſo, near the village of Mardonis. Here 
„ there. is 8 Greek church, and one or two 
© houſes: the reſt of the place conſiſts of wreteh- 
ee huts, running up the ſide of a rocky, bar. 
ren hill. There are ſome of the remains of 
ancient Paliopolis to be ſeen in the neighbour. 
hood, but the greater part of them have been 
ſwallowed up by the ſea. A Neopolitan we 
is at anchor near us. 


* 


* 


June roth. Our Captain went aſhore, and 
brought back freſh water and proviſions. 6 


June 21th. We weighed anchor at ſun riſe. 
Wind variable, and weather cloudy. This 


day was ſpent in unſucceſsful attempts to work 
out of the gulph. 


June 12th. - Akin ten o'clock, A.M. a 
hard gale of wind came on from the North- 
Weſt, which obliged us to run to the North 'D 

6 ” | | Eaſt 
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Eaſt offCerigs; to * under the ſhelter of 


the high land: it continued blowing violentiy 
until nine o clogky P.M. Men it began to 
abite ? #0 e f 
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C Jane 1 . We OP we len Conga, 


- with a fair breeze, which died a at four 
o'clock, P.M. The wind was afterwardg Va- 


.riable; and about midnight we came * 
a-breaſt of Cape Co Ry > 
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in the morning. Wind variable. 


*. 


June I sth. Wind foul, © 9 Sr 
June 16th. Wind continued foul, Lati- 
tude obſerved 36—30. nas 
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{ins 17th. Wing ſtill foul, Latirade 425 


obſervation, 3644. ” 85 
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june 18th. "Hike ak In the morning 
ante in ſight to the N orthward, and Tape 


_ iſlands to the South. In the evening, 
gor 
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8 * 7 | 
| - got of the mourb of the Arbour Zante. 
| Laticad, by 2 * . 
„ 2 Jg zem. Made 25 mile way during AP 
®- the night; but at ſev 0 l k, A. M. ſaw 8 
R inands of Cephalonia and St. Maur a-hetd. | 


+ SE of Zante at ſun 
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” June 21ſt. At a1 breal off the Southern 
extremity of Cephalonia : this iſland has a 
ile appearance,” and *we obſerved Many 


houſes on theYevel ground between the hills 
* and the ſea. Ba 
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1 7 þ 8 5 * | F ; 
To 23d. Becalmed. 
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june 24th® At night got into a very ſnug 
harbour at St. Maur. We put up the dead 
lights, on account of two veſſels we had ob- 
ſerved as we entered the harbour, and which 


ad the HA of corſairs. 
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June 26th. * we left St. Maur early ih the 54 


morning, and ſaw the iſland of Tthaca, Great 


4 21 4 9 


and Little: Cephalonia on our left. ; Wen were 


becalmed in the evening, N the enn 


ſhore of st. Maur. * 
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e were two 


Porning 


Teagues tgthe ſouth 
ſet came Cloſe. to the coaſt. of Italy, berween 
Cape Otranto and Cape St. Mafia. As it 
now began to blow hard from the North-Weſt, 
we were extrgy "No anxious to get aſhore; but 

(the Captainfrepreſent&to us, that if we land- 

ed Here, the people might deſtroy us on u- 


picion that we had che plague. We then ſug⸗ 
geſtẽd Corfu as a place where we might per- 


to paſs through Italy; but in ſpite of the large 
L'2- | offers 


fubject to the 


93 i chem Mud the 9 of a a Governor G | 
Mak 2 to all the reſt. 
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P. M. we game to an A hor in a ſmall bay, in Pr 
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1 | y DE n us at St. Maur. Marlet is a 
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wy. th. N. Walnight the wind died away, 
n we bore up ah the ladg ; büb the ſeamen 
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; Doing. we got ſo gear tre, that there 
; 7 8 evident riſk of the veſſel ng. Algm- 
F 45 at the Hanger, I immediately rouſed the 
man whdSwas ſtecring, and we put about hip, 
1 5 þ juſt ! in time t sleape being driven by the cur- 
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8 rent on a ide. whoſe inhabitants are as bar- 

barous and inhoſpitable as thoſe of Cape Mas 

. tapan. This was not the firſ opportunity I had 
hall of obſerving the negligenge of French ſea. — 
men: the whole of our ſh: p's company were fre- 
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ill eighty 
'S 4 Wugout and, Curzol® t the entrance of the 
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, boa, of a great number of low rocks. Liſſa 
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e found 
here a-neat towns which, chough » very ſrall, * 
contained five or ſixgchurches. water F * * 9 
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„ 7 # 155 38 
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July 22d. Still working up againſt the 
E winck Saw at a diſtance a high mountain, on 
the iſland of Oſſero and paſſed a well culti- 
vated little land; £2 which there was a 


Cy church. I was informed that thoſe who die 


1 IH 


= 
here, are always carried to ſome other place 
| for 


2 \ * a 
| ÞS. 
x 3 * p Ne 
Bk 2 7 y 
22 
/ 4 
* * 


1 0. By * N * „5 gee” 
| 64 | þ 
deen internen, on accoupt, +" Wap 


welen among the inhabitants, that the ſpirits» © 
5 of thoſe W buried * iſland do it * | 
1 


| July 28d. e 85 0 


J 24th. * Still becalmed, 9 I Y. « 
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July 26th. We Kea! Aa . 2 which, 
brought us near Triefte ; but Evening; | 
it chopped about, and 8 very Hong, 
. obliged us to come to an anthWP.in- a wall 23 
bay, near the town of Perang hichgſs built 
ina ſemicircular form, wad to ws 1 water 8 
edge. N | __ 50 
, * ©, #4 
July ONE we“ weighed thor at noon, 
and a fair breeze wafted us to Trieſte ; ; but e 
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| Healh: We were then ſworn as to the cix- 
„ dirh(linFe es of our voyage, and the places we 


Irs ont quarters in tlle Lazaretto, to perform 
 quirantine of forty-rwo days. 


. » 


| Far 


ve part gf the quarantine remitted to us, 
lch Was granted, and the term of our con- 


finement limited to thirty-five days. Thoſe 


will eaſily #nceive the tediouſneſs of the qua- 
rantine, af well; as the joy with which We e te- 

ed our diſcharge. 4 
6 1 
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ſage from Trieſte to Venice is by water ; but ? 
we had already experienced ſo much of the 
fickleneſs of the elements, chat we determined, | 
to truſt tothem as little as pie: and * 


9 
* 5 { 
Sept. ſt. at fix 0 clock in the evenirls ſet | 
out for Venice i in a poſt chaiſe. As we were a 
; entirely ignorant of the Italian language, a 
were unprovided with a an interpreter, the inn. 
keepers on the road made us pay double "the * 
uſual price for our meals, as well as the hire $4 
of the poſt horſes. At one pos the poſt 9 
maſter refuſed to let us have horſes, unleſs we 
produced the bill of the former ſtage, that he 
7 might ſee to what amount wahad been, im- | 

- poſed upon, and thus regulate his own charggs. ; | | 

I pretended to have loſt this paper: but as bv 
| he inſolently declared we ſhould not depart 
even on foot, ay! he ſaw it, I was, mych® 


againſt my inclination, compelled go prodygeir. 9 
| . | * * 
Sept. zd. We reacted Venice about three £ 
o'clock in the afternoon, and put up at the 
Regina d Inghilterra, where we met with very 


- civil treatment. V % 
® The | - Sep t. 
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n Ath. We indulged our curioſity with 
> the fight of ſuch gs as are __ worthy of 
* wgice + at Venice. FE 
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This day two Pakete Are from India, 
- overiand; and, as we were ſeryants of the In- 
"49 Company, Mr. Richie, the Britiſh Conſul, 
' entruſted them to our care, requeſting us to 
uſe the utmaſt expeditioſt in conveying them 
to England: we accordingly ſet out imme- 


4s 
1.3 diately,, and i in nine days arrived at Oftend. 
i We were ſurprized at the difference we found 
between the Italian and German poſt maſters 3 
for, from the firſt ſtage in the German domi- 
2 ions, till our arrival_in Oſtend, we did not 
\ RE ina ſingle inſtance, the ſmalleſt degree 
of impoſition., 
1 i pt 
We AE not depart immediately for 1 
ae accoung,of t the wind, which was con- 
'% - and . horſes 0 Calais were not to be 
- procured, being engaged to carry the ſwarms 
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of people who were going to ſee the camps at 
St. Omers: we were obliged to wait here till 
f 1 * | 


z * 


— 


I 1 Sept. 
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Sept. 15th. The wind vas fair, ang. ve 
1hived a boat, which was to land us eirfler at 
Dover or Margate, as ſhoùldꝭ be found moſt. 
convenient. Captain Forbes, who Rad the ff 
command of an; Eaſt- India man, at Oſſend- by 
-tdok/bivpaſſage.with.uus.. Me ſet fail A. ten 
0 'clock;ii AM. with. a pleaſant: breeze; 9 
| orowards  night;: the.,windbggan-ta ſhift to 4 
Foul quarter: at tis. time Captain Forbes fuſ.s* 
pected we were in water, on the Good- 6 
win ſands; and, as there was no lead on Þ/ 
* the boatmen tied · a ſtone ta the end of 9 
a rope, with which they ſounded, and found 
but too much reaſon for Captain Forbes's 
| ſuſpicions. In fact, we were in ſhallow-wat 
and the ſea n ſo high, that if che. bgat ha =. 
ſtruck, her bottom would have been \infalliblh | 
knocked out. We. were in this ſituation * 
for three holirey: till we got into Margate 
roads: having landed, and gefreſhed ourſelves L 
at Margate; we. ſet out immediately for Lon- 
don, Where we arrived, and delivered the 
packets entruſted to us, in che -afternoon- of 
— 1th. 2 5 | 
35 I was 
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I was now happily at the end of a dangerous 
andꝭdifficult joprney, in which L ee 
"vr ey —_— ſixteen _— 
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+ The diſtance to a place i in Turkey i is computed by the 
number of hours which the caravans employ 3 in travelling to 


: it. A. caravan hour i is, on an, average, three Engliſh : 
miles, unleſs the road is very bad, or and —_— 
mountainous country. 
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OBSERVATIONS 


On the Paſſage from lodia commonly called, 
 *qver Land. | 


HE public ſervice, as well as the intereft 

of tnany individuals, is materially con- 
cerned in the knowledge of what may be the 
beſt and moſt expeditious route between India 
and this country. I ſhall not waſte, the time 
of my readers by advancing arguments in ſup- 
Port of a poſition ſo univerſally a admitted, as 
this is. 1 ſhall content myſelf with remind 
ing them of a fact, too melancholy to have, 
been entirely forgotten, and which alone is a 
ſufficient proof of the importance of a ſpeedy 
conveyance to our ſettlements i in the Eaſt. 7 


* 8 


At the concluſion of the late war, in Janu- 
ary 1783, advices were ſent to India of the 
ceſſation of hoſtilities _ round the wy of 


* As this expreſſion „though extremely incorrect, is war- 
ranted by general uſe both in converſation and in writ- 
ing, I preſume that the reader will not require an apolog y 
for its having been adopted in this work. 


} 


cers of the important event of the peace. 


/ 
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Good Hope, and over the great deſert of 


Arabia; but through the delays, to which 


conveyances by thoſe routes are unavoidably 
ſubject, the deſpatches were not received at 
Madras till the beginning of July. On the 


13th and 25th days of the preceding month, 
ſix months after the date of the preliminary 
articles, above two thouſand gallant men loſt 
their lives in engagements between the French 


| and, Britiſh forces at Cuddalore, beſide thoſe, 
- who fell in the action between the two fleets 


About Yd ſame time. This unneceſſary effuſion 


af blood would have been prevented, if Go- 


vernment, or the India Company had poſ- 
ſeſſed ſuch information on the ſubject of the 
route to India, as would have enabled them 
to have tranſmitted earlier advice to their offi- 


I ſhall now proceed to the buſineſs of this 


paper, which is to point out, as conciſely as 
poſſible, the ſuperiority of the route by Con- 
ſtantinople over thoſe by Aleppa and Cairo, 


which are conſiderably more expenſive of time 
and money, hon affording any greater ſe. | 


curity 
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curity to the perſon of the traveller, than that 
which I am about to recpmmend. 


* 


The moſt afual eds of thoſe, "who now 
come from India over land, is by the great | 
deſert of Arabia, over which they paſs with 

the caravans from Buffora to Aleppo. and 
Latichea, at which latter place they embark 

ſor ſome port of Italy or France. To thoſe. 

who travel with much baggage, or who arc 
unable to encounter fatigue, this route avill 
T4; certainly be found convenient; as a. number 
of camels and horſes may always be procured, i 


proportionable to the quantity of ks p 
the traveller carries ton him ; but to thoſe, ; 
who are charged with public deſpatches, or 
whoſe affairs 0 wool expedition and econo- 
my, this, perhaps, is the leaſt ſuited of any. 
The times when caravans ſet out to croſs the 
7 . great deſert are uncertain, and rarely occur 
Ws above once or twice in a year; 2 at the 
| ſiuoy rate, at which loaded camels travel, they 
ſeldom perform their journey under fiſty 
1 days. If to this you add the tedious naviga- 


tion of the Levant ſeas, in which northerly 
winds 


q- 


* 
9 
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winds prevail three fourths of the year, it will 


be pretty evident, that this paſſage FROM 
India will engage the | REFINE for at leaſt 


nine months. 


Another mode of croſſing the deſert* is to 


hire a guard of forty or fifty men, with whom 


you ſet out without waiting for a caravan. 


ble of any; the great expence to which this 


mode of travelling muſt be ſubject, is too 
obvious to need any particular detail; nei. 


ther is it neceſſary to dwell on the well 


en riſk of being attacked by the Arab 
plunderers, who in parties of two or three 


hundred infeſt the deſert. 


A chird mode of croſſing the deſert is with 


four or five Arab guides; this, I muſt con- 


feſs, appears to me preferable to the others: 


The paſſage over the great deſert is almoſt impraQti- - 


cable from the end of April till the end of Auguſt, 


on account of the parching heat of the climate, ING: 


few Engliſh conſtitutions are able to endure, p 
the 
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on account of the Ge * quickneſs of 
the journey, which may be performed in this 
manner in twenty-two og twenty-three» Fa. 4 ; 
but it is incompatible ' with the carrying any 
| 1 e of baggage. 
e FE LIECAIR = Y N 
The * up Gs Red Sea, wid over the - 
litle deſert to Cairo, and from thence down 
the Mediterranean, has been lately recom- 
mended as more expeditious than the for- 
mer; this I believe, would be really the caſe, 
if the winds were fav6urable ; but the fact 
is, that northerly winds prevail in thoſe feas, 
at leaſt ten months of the year; except in, = 
that part of the Red Sea, which is within the, 
Tropic; beſide the navigation of the Red Sea* 
is replete with danger and difficulty, which 
may eventually occaſion a greater loſs of time, 
| than the more flow, but more certain paſ- 
ſuage over the great deſert. However, pack- 


# 


* I am aſſured by perſons of great naval experience, 
that veſſels are ſometimes four or five wonths working 
up to Suez. | | | | 

7 2 ßb mee 
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© ets; might be forwarded ro India by this 
j route with as much celerity, perhaps, as by 


any other; but if ſent roπν India this way, 
1 be — to * and unavoidable r. 


5 


| The route I | ſhould a in . 
ence to the two already mentioned, would 
be up the Perſian gulph to Buſſora, and from 


thence by the Euphrates in a boat as far as 
Hilla; then to Bagdad, and from this laſt 
place, with a Tatar ↄr Courier, by Diarbe- 
kir to Conſtantinople : inſtead of embarking 
here I would proceed by land through Vien- 
na to Oſtend ſo as to be independent of all 


the contingencies to which the navigation of 
the Mediterranean is liable. The whole of 
the paſſage ron India, might thus be per- 
formed in a much ſhorter time than uſual; 
and packets deſpatched this route To India 
| might reach Bombay in fixty-two days; pro- 
vided the traveller can bear fatigue, will con- 
tent himſelf with ſuch baggage only as is 
eſſentially requiſite, and ſubmit, for a ſhort 
time, to the Turkiſh cuſtoms and manner of 
living: 


; «4g 
+ 1 
d eee 
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living: this, I muſt confeſs, would not be 
agreeable to an"inprattiſed" Pete, and, 1 
ſhould 1 imagine, would not be attempted with- 
out very powerful inducements. The advan- 
tages of this route are numerous; the travel- 
ler, at a ſmall expence, is provided with pro- 
viſions, and ſuffers no delay in waiting till A 

| caravan can be formed, or eſcorts collected : if 
he travels unincumbered with any other bag- 
” gage, beſide his mere neceſſaries, heavoids be- 
ing detained on the road h Cuſtom-houſe offi- 
cers, and offers no temptatiĩon to robbers, who 
in this country. are ſeldom guilty of violence 
for a ſmall booty. The face of the coun. * 
try from Buſſora to Conſtantinople i is Seti 
diverſified, and preſents the curious traveller 
with a variety of productions, cuſtoms, climates, 
and romantic proſpects, which, by engaging 
the mind, beguile the length of the journey; 
it alſo abounds in the neceſſaries of life, and 
in that eſſential article, water, the want of 
which has been ſometimes ſo painfully ex- 
perienced by the Caravans of the deſert. 


F From 
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| From Conſtantinople it is preferable to 
continue the route by land through.- Vienna 
to Oſtend, which 13 practicable in a ſhort 


time, without any great inconvenience; and 
obviates the delay of waiting for a veſſel, which, 


is afterward to be expoſed to the caſüalties 
of a voyage of no inconfiderable length. 


From England you may reach Vienna in 
ten days, and Conſtantinople, I preſume, in 
fifteen days more ; from thence you may 
go to Bagdad by Diarbekir in twelve days, 
and from Bagdad to Buſlora*, in a light boat 
along the Tigris, in four days. If a veſſel is 
ready there to receive you, Bombay may be 
reached in twenty-one days. | . 


W 
— 


This, Iam perſuaded, is perfectly practicable, | 


if our Miniſters, and Reſidents at the different 


9a reien 


i 

I imagine that the journey from Aleppo to Buſſora 
over the deſert, would be much ſooner performed, if | 
the traveller was to make directly for the Euphrates, 
and there take boat to go down the river to Buſſora. 


N places, 
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places, make uſe of their influence in prevent- 
ing unneceflary delays,” and the perſon charged 
with the packet i is rewarded according to the 
diligence he has ſhewn in the performance of 
the journey, 
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INSTRUCTIONS! 


FOR PERFORMING THE JOURNEY FROM 


M20: FA. 
Turoven 1S14 MINOR, 


To CONSTANTINOPLE. 


HOSE who intend to take this route, 
ſhould be at Buſſora before the end of 
March, in order to avoid the dangerous heats 
of the ſummer, as well as to travel in a ſeaſon 
proper for the paſſage of the high mountains 
of Natolia. For this purpoſe they ſhould en- 
deavour to procure a paſſage from Bengal, 


My or. Bombay, direct to Buſſora. The 
trade between India and this place is ſo incon- 


ſiderable, that, though the Company's crui- 
zers occaſionally ſail thither with packets from 


Bombay, the finding a paſſage is extremely! 


precarious; it would therefore be adviſcable 


N 2 —— 


2 2 
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to freight a veſſel (which might be ſold with 
advantage at che conclufiof of the voyage) 
with rice, or ſuch other merchandiſe as would 
anſwer well at Buffori, in preference to che 
riſk and delay of embarking on board the 
Arab Dingies, or Down, for Muſcat. The 
navigation. of. the Perſian Gulph, and the 
mouth of the Euphrates though not ſo dan- 
gerous as that of the Red Sea, is, however, 
difficult and tedious, from the prevalency of 
the North-Weſt winds, which blow here 
nine months in the year: the moſt favourable 
months are December, January, and Febtu- 
ary ; ; and it may be performed by veſſels, 
which go. direct to Buffora, i in leſs than one 
month ; bur thoſe that touch at Muſcat and 
Bouſhier, are uſually, forty days on their 
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At Bars you all purchaſe proviſions for 


% Ci 33 


ſeven « or eight days; and having hired a light 
boar, manned by ſeven Arabs, you will eaſily 
reach Hilla in that time. 1 was myſelf ſixteen 
Hays, in performing this part of the journey, 
owing to the largenely of my boat, which, 


being 
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being laden -with dates, and drawing much 
water, was fr equentiy a- ground: * you will, 


therefore, be particularly cautious that the 
boat ybu engage is of a ſmall ſize, and that 


at carries .neither merchandiſe nor baggage; F: 


you will otherwiſe be ſubject to the moſt vex- 
atious delays, from Cuſtom-houſe officers, 
&c. and tempt the attacks of the Arabs, who 


inhabir the banks of the river. | When you 


arrive at Hilla, by means of a letter from the 


Engliſh Reſident at Buſſora tothe Governor, you 
will obtain horſes to carry you to Bagdad, fifty 
miles diſtant, where you will be eaſily convey- 
ed in one day, if you are tolerably well r mount 
ed, or change) your horſe on the road. | 


+» 


* 


„ eie ne,, cow Hides mov 
At Bagdad I would rid myſelf of all ſuper- 


fluous baggage, reſerving only the articles 


mentioned in the following liſt; thoſe which 


are not in immediate uſe, ſhould be put 


"wp in a Turkiſh leathern bag, made like 
a common tobacco pouch, which is more 
eaſily filled, and more conveniently faſtened 
to the ſaddle than a portmanteau; it is alſo 


frequently 
N 3 
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frequently found uſeful as a pillow. This bag 
you may e at * 


1 Is 


224 


A thous Turkiſh zue * en the 
LONG garments of the n are N and un- 


% 


2 3 3 made conſiderably 
narrower than is uf ual, and worn over a pair 
of flannel drawers; as it is very _—— to 


health to keep Bs body. warm. A 
_c; A.thick boat cloak Meibes the 


i _baize | uſually. made uſe of for this purpoſe i is 
improper, becauſe the Turks do not like to 
ſee Chriſtians in garments of either red or 
green, which were the favourite r of 


2 3 


. 
_— * * an D 
ahomer. 4 : — R > "2. * F Y > * 
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Two or three © pair of ſtockings, Ar 


One pair of breeches, one waiſtcoat, one 
coat of a thin cloth. 


One 


1 


'* 


INSTRUCTIONS. Be. 183 


One thick flannel waiſtcoat, to wear when 
- you paſs the mountains. 


A ſmall quantity of tea, ſugar, and cute: 


A Japan mug, to drink our of; to be car- 
ried in the pocket. 


* 


a 
e A Gnall rin e 


A ſmall tin boiler, with a moveable handle, 


for 1 N of * water for tea, or 


- a ſaſhes ; one to be tied round the body, 
the other to be uſed occaſionally, to protect 
the head and neck from the ſun, or cold 


winds, 


/ 


A Turkiſh cap. 


A pair of plain holſter piſtols, 


* 3 . 
7 n r * 


es ee re lt ů ů ů tem 
2 


II — — —ũ—— 


— _— 
—— — * — 
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A broad ſword. ; 5 n B02 e . 


A'Torkith ſaddle and bidde: Veediiſe Eng- 


liſh articles of that kind excite a troubleſome 
curioſity in the people, who; at the ſume time, 
are ignorant of the manner of putting theth on. 


| * 
A pair of Turkiſh boots. 


Should you find it inconvenient to carry 
with you all the articles named in this liſt, you 
may eaſily leave thoſe out which are the leaſt 
eſſential; and, indeed, the ſmaller your bag- 
gage is, the leſs. riſk you incur during łhe 
whole journey for all the accidents I have 
| heard of in this country have atifen from che 
temptation held out to the Arabs, by the aps 
pearance of much baggage, or merchandiſe. 


It will be prudent to have all your agree- 
ments with boinitien;” Tatars, &c!" explicitly 


written, 
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written, H örder Unt you may not be nahe to 
demands for preſents,” Cuſtom-houſe duties, 
or any other incidental charges; ; and on the 
journey to appear neither rich nor poor, that 
you may equally avoid extortion and con- 
temptꝰ . I cannot ſufficiently dwell on the 
neceſſity of your oppoſing any attempt of the 
Tatar to take merchandiſe under his charge 
to Conſtantinople; for, ſhould this be the 
caſe, you will be frequently detained for want 
of a ſufficient number of horſes ro carry it; 


and it will be . nen, to wait till 


8 98 
- 
, * 10 1 


If you once comply with the importunities of thoſe 
who may ſolicit preſents from you, the fame of your libe- 
rality will travel before you to Conſtantinople; and unleſs 
you are content to be inceſſantly teized, you will be put to 


great additional expence. It would not be prudent to at- 


tempt ſo long a journey, without a ſmall ſum of money | 


in Venetian ſequins, which, on account of their being 
very portable, and current in every country on the route 
from India to England, are to be preferred to any other 

coin: nothing, however, but neceſſity ſhould compel the 
traveller to ſhew that he has caſh about him. 


guards 


— n 
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guards can be collected to convey you through 
certain JEM paſs. bags 


A ſervant may be procured at Buſſora or 
Bagdad, who can ſpeak French or Italian, 
and will interpret for you on tlie road; and, 
with no greater incumbrance than the liſt of 
neceſſary articles I have juſt given, you will 
reach Conſtantinople in twelve, or ſixteen 


+> ” * 1 . 
. ; 5 5 
* 4 N 5 « 
* 5 o * 
days. 
© 


The. Konics! ſo often mentioned in the 
preceding Journal, are à kind of inns, or poſt-' 
houſes, in which the Tatars put up. On your 
arrival at them, you are ſupplied with a mat- 
treſs and pillow, but no covering, which 
ſhews the neceſſity of the cloak I have inſerted 
in the liſt of neceſſaries for the journey: while 
you are on horſeback, it ſhould be placed on 
the ſaddle under you, to anſwer the purpoſe of 
a cuſhion, on which the Tatars * ride, 


to en being es 


FL 15 
* 


I hope 


* Horſes are malutelact on ny road in Turkey, at 
the expence of Tae to carry the Tatats, who are 


charged 


. 
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I hope it will not be thought trifling, to re- 
commend the frequent uſe of ablutions, either 
with cold or warm water, as a preſervative 
from the fretting ) of the ſkin, which, in fo 
long a journey, would be N of infi 
nite pain and trouble. 

: 1 almoſt every town in Turkey there are 
Varm baths, which are a great luxury and re- 

freſhment to the weary traveller: but! would 
adviſe you to uſe them with caution ; becauſe 
5 experiments on the conſtitution are dangerous 
in a country, where, in caſe of ſickneſs, nei 
ther advice nor attendance are to * pro- 
cured. „ „ 


„ 
— = 


charged with public deſpatches; and ſuch travellers, as are” 
fapplied with paſſes, and other neceſſary documents, by the 
Baſhaw of the place from whence they ſet out. Theſe were 
the horſes we rode from Bagdad to Conſtantinople. . 
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